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UPLIFTING — Deacon Marvin Threatt raises his hands in prayer during the fifth 
annual revival held at Christ the King parish Feb. 3-7. The revival is sponsored by 
the Diocesan Black Catholic Commission to celebrate Black History Month. For 
more on Black Catholics, see stories on pages 8-9. 


Mixed reaction follows 
Filipino bishops’ report 


NC News Service 


Criticism by Philippine bishops of what 
they called ‘‘fraudulence and 
irregularities’? in their nation’s 
presidential election has drawn a mixed 
reaction in the Philippines and prompted 
support by Pope John Paul II and the 
head of the U.S. bishops. 


Bishop James W. Malone of Youngs- 
town, Ohio, president of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, praised 
the Philippine churchmen for their 
‘endorsement of a nonviolent struggle’’ 
to combat the fraud. 


PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT 
Ferdinand Marcos has challenged his 
country’s bishops to prove allegations of 
election fraud by his party. 


The messages from Marcos and Bishop 
Malone were sent to Cardinal Ricardo 
Vidal of Cebu, head of the Philippine 
bishops’ conference, which issued its 
statement Feb. 14. 


Pope John Paul II expressed hope that 
the Philippine people, torn by division 
over election results, would find peace 
and justice ‘‘without violence on anyone’s 
part.”’ 


THE HEAD of the Vatican press 
office said the Holy See had confidence in 
the Philippine bishops. 


Marcos was declared the winner of the 
election, but many — including the 
bishops, President Reagan, and a 
citizens’ poll-watching group — have said 
the results were tainted by fraud. 
Opposition candidate Corazon Aquino 
has claimed victory and announced a 
program of strikes and boycotts designed 
to topple Marcos’s government. 


Bishop Malone told Cardinal Vidal 
that the endorsement of a nonviolent 
struggle brings ‘‘the light of the Gospel to 
bear upon the historic events of these days 
in the Philippines.”’ 


‘‘AS PRESIDENT of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops in the 
United States, I am aware of how 
significant the U.S.-Philippine relation- 
ship is at this moment,”’ he said. ‘‘I want 
to assure you of our solidarity with the 
bishops of the Philippines. Your 


_ statement is of great assistance to us as we 


participate in the public debate in the 
United States about the Philippines.” 


Pope John Paul, who spoke during his 
Feb. 16 noontime Angelus appearance, 
said he was ‘‘particularly close’’ to the 
Philippine people in the current 
‘‘moments of tension.”’ 


“I pray ardently that the Lord helps 
that dear nation find the peaceful and just 
way, without violence on anyone’s part, 
as is required for the true well-being of the 
entire Philippine community,’’ he said. 


THE PHILIPPINE bishops’ 
statement said that ‘‘a government that 
assumes or retains power through 
fraudulent means has no moral basis.”’ 


In calling for a ‘‘nonviolent struggle for 
justice,’’ the bishops said: ‘‘We are not 
going to effect the change we seek by 
doing nothing, by sheer apathy. 

“If we did nothing, we would be party 
to our own destruction as a people. We 
would be jointly guilty with the 
perpetrators of the wrong we want 
righted.’’ 


THE BISHOPS said that ‘‘the people 
have spoken, or have tried to... . We, 
the bishops, believe that on the basis of 
our. assessment ...of the recently 
concluded polls, what they attempted to 
say is clear enough.”’ 


They told the people to form their own 
judgments about the electign, and if they 
agreed with the bishops, “‘we must come 
together and discern what appropriate 
actions to take.”’ 


please turn to page 11 


Suscipion aroused by 
‘change’ toward religion 


NC News Service 


Cuba’s Communist Party has called on 
Cubans to respect religious believers. 


The statement, included in a draft of 
the party’s next five-year plan, marks a 
further step in the developing relations 
between the Marxist government and 
organized religion. 


THE PLAN is being discussed before 
being submitted for approval at a party 
meeting in December. 


Copies of the draft statement were not 
public, but some diplomatic missions in 
Havana had obtained copies after a recent 
party conclave. 


The statement calls on Cubans to 
honor ‘‘the moral integrity of believers’’ 
and to avoid any practice that could 
‘‘wound religious sentiments. ’’ 


“WITHIN THE party’s policy of 
encouraging national unity, there is no 
room for discrimination against believers. 
Instead, they should be encouraged to 
participate voluntarily and consciously as 
citizens and patriots in the construction of 
socialism,’’ the document said. 


Word of the document’s conciliatory 
stance toward religious believers closely 
preceded the Cuban Catholic Church’s 
national ‘‘church assembly,’’ scheduled 
to begin Feb. 17. The assembly was to be 
the first held by the island’s Catholics 
since Fidel Castro took power in 1959. 


‘The bishops of Cuba found it very 


easy to deal with Castro in arranging this 
assembly,’’ said Archbishop Patrick F. 
Flores of San Antonio, Texas, who was 
scheduled to represent the U.S. bishops at 
the assembly. 


“IT WAS kind of a surprise,’’ said the 
archbishop. He said Cuban bishops 
attributed an improvement in church- 
state relations in part to a meeting 
between three American bishops — 
including himself — and Castro in 
January 1985. The Cuban bishops felt 
‘that our meeting with Castro helped to 
turn things around,’’ he said. 


In the past, Cuban church-state 
relations had been strained. After the 
revolution foreign priests were expelled, 
many church leaders were arrested, and 
church schools were closed. Church 
members were purged from the 
universities and forbidden to join the 
Communist Party. 


In 1982, the director of the U.S. 
Catholic Mission Association said only 5 
percent of Cuban Catholics attend 
church. 


IN THE past year, however, not only 
has Castro met with U.S. bishops, but 
also he has outlined his views on religion 
in a series of interviews with a liberation 
theologian from Brazil. A book written 
from those interviews has been a best- 
seller since it was published in December. 


please turn to page 12 


Ambassador speaks out 
strongly for agreement 


By John J. Dunne 


DUBLIN, Ireland (NC) — Margaret 
Heckler, the new U.S. ambassador to the 
Republic of Ireland, said she wants to 
visit Northern Ireland to meet with 
representatives of Catholic and Protestant 
communities. 


She also said that despite budget 
restraints, the U.S. Congress would likely 
support President Reagan’s aid proposal 
for Ireland. 


‘‘T WISH to nurture the peace process 
in every possible way — it is the most 
important item on my agenda,’’ Mrs. 
Heckler said at a news conference at the 
American ambassador’s residence in 
Dublin’s Phoenix Park. 


Mrs. Heckler added, however, that it 
might be difficult for her to visit British- 
ruled Northern Ireland in an official 
capacity, since it was outside of her area 
of accreditation. 


She spoke out strongly for the 
agreement between the English and Irish 
governments granting the Republic of 
Ireland a consultative role in the 
administration of Northern Ireland. 


THE ANGLO-IRISH accord has 
been criticized strongly by the Irish 
Republican Army and_ northern 
Protestants. 


Before her appointment to Ireland, 
Mrs. Heckler headed the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, one of the largest agencies of the 
U.S. government. 

However, rumors grew that she was 


engaged in a power struggle with White 
House chief of staff Donald Regan. Mrs. 


Heckler eventually stepped down from 
her cabinet post and took the Irish 
appointment. 


INTERVIEWED ON a popular late- 
night television show in Dublin, Mrs. 
Heckler emphasized that her new 
diplomatic assignment was an honor, not 
a step backward in her career as some 
thought. 


During the press conference, she said a 
multi-million dollar aid package promised 
by the Reagan administration in the wake 
of the Anglo-Irish accord would proceed 
in spite of U.S. budget restraints. She also 
said she was confident that Congress 
would support the aid, but with ‘“‘more 
restricted support than had been 
anticipated when President Reagan made 
his pledge of assistance last November.”’ 


The U.S. State Department is awaiting 
technical proposals from a working group 
set. up to consider the financial 
requirements of the Anglo-Irish 
agreement, Mrs. Heckler said. 


SHE ALSO §ssaid tthat ll 
“‘compassionate aid’’ for Northern 
Ireland from the United States should be 
channeled through funding for the Anglo- 
Irish accord rather than through private 
relief organizations like Noraid. 

New York-based Noraid has been 
criticized for allegedly supplying money 
and supplies to the outlawed Irish 
Republican Army in Northern Ireland. 

In January, the U.S. bishops started a 
national fund in cooperation with the 
bishops of both Northern and Southern 
Ireland to aid victims of violence in 


. Northern Ireland’s 16-year-old civil war. 
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Briels 


BAD LEGISLATION — The Catholic 
bishops of Ohio and South Carolina have 
opposed ‘living will’’ legislation in their 
respective states. Ohio’s bishops in late 
January urged the state’s Catholics to oppose a 
living will bill pending in the state Senate. The 
bill is “‘bad legislation’’ posing ‘‘a critical 
challenge to the Catholic population of Ohio,”’ 
said Nelson Harper, executive director of the 
Catholic Conference of Ohio, in a statement 
announcing the bishops’ opposition. In South 
Carolina, Bishop Ernest Unterkoefler of 
Charleston asked Gov. Richard Riley to veto a 


living will bill that could soon reach his desk. ___ 


The bill had just been sent to a joint committee 
of the South Carolina Legislature to iron out 
differences between the House and Senate 
versions. 


FRIEND OF COURT — The USS. 
Catholic Conference has backed the right of a 
bible-oriented Christian school to fire a 
married, pregnant faculty member who sought 
to continue teaching after her child was born. 
In a friend-of-the-court brief filed with the 
Supreme Court, the USCC argued that the 
dismissal of teacher Linda Hoskinson by the 
Dayton (Ohio) Christian Schools is not a 
matter for government intervention because it 
was based on church doctrines, including the 
belief that a mother is supposed to stay home 
to care for her child. The high court in 
November accepted the case, Ohio Civil 
Rights Commission vs. Dayton Christian 
Schools. The USCC is public policy arm of the 
U.S. bishops. 


BLACK NUNS ARRESTED — Two 
Black nuns from Kagiso Township, about 12 
miles from Johannesburg, South Africa, were 
arrested and detained by South African police. 
Members of their order, the Companions of 
St. Angela, said Sisters Bernard Ncube and 
Christine Obotseng were walking with 
mourners after a funeral for a victim of 
political unrest in the nearby township of 
Munsieville. Police said the nuns were leading 
an illegal march. Sister Ncube, 54, is president 
of a women’s organization connected to the 
anti-apartheid United Democratic Front. A 
member of the order said there was concern 
about the health of the two nuns. 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM — Religious 
freedom will be backed by law when British- 
ruled Hong Kong comes under Chinese juris- 
diction in 1997, said Father Louis Ha, a 
representative of the Diocese of Hong Kong. 
Father Ha said he was told the freedoms will 
include Catholic links with the pope. Since the 
Communist takeover of mainland China in 
1949, the government of the People’s Republic 
of China has refused to accept any ties between 
Chinese Catholics and the Holy See. Father 
Ha is a member of the Basic Law Consultative 
Committee, which met in January with Lu 
Ping, a Chinese official working on relations 
with Hong Kong and Macao. 


UNITED OPPOSITION — A proposed 
homosexual rights bill for New York City has 
drawn the united opposition of Cardinal John 
J. O’Connor of New York and Bishop Francis 
J. Mugavero of Brooklyn. In a joint statement, 
they said the bill carried a ‘‘potential for grave 
harm to all society’’ and said the Archdiocese 


family rule, which used poverty, ignorance, 
L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper, 
aspirations and hopes of these people who have 


crime,’’ said the editorial. 


NC photo from UPI-Reuters 
SIFTING FOR FOOD — Two Haitian boys sift through powdered milk and grain on the 
floor of an empty Catholic Relief Services warehouse in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, after the building 
was sacked by looters. Men driving trucks to the site emptied the warehouse leaving hungry 
Haitians to scrape the floor for leftover food. Visitors to Haiti report that food is a primary need 
there. 

Haiti needs “‘effective and profound’’ socio-economic reforms after 29 years of Duvalier 


and superstition to control the population, 
said in a front-page editorial. ‘“To delude the 
suffered so much would, above all, be a real 


SUG SASS Sead Sa SE ale es a ae Ee 


of New York and the Diocese of Brooklyn 
opposed it for moral and social reasons. 
“‘From the history of this bill and similar 
legislative proposals, we believe it is clear that 
what the bill primarily and ultimately seeks to 
achieve is the legal approval of homosexual 
conduct and activity, something that the 
Catholic Church, and indeed other religious 
faiths, consider to be morally wrong,’ they 


. said. Unsuccessful attempts have been made 


regularly since 1971 to get homosexual rights 
legislation through the city council. 


U.S. PAPAL VISIT — Pope John Paul II 
will stop in Miami, San Antonio, Phoenix, 
Los Angeles, and San Francisco during his fall 
1987 visit to the United States, Archbishop 
Roger M. Mahony of Los Angeles said. Arch- 
bishop Mahony told a Communion breakfast 
of the Catholic Press Council in Los Angeles 
that he had learned the week before that Pope 
John Paul is definitely visiting Los Angeles 
and that the trip will include stops in four other 
cities. Father Robert Lynch, National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops associate 
general secretary and overall coordinator of 
the visit, said that ‘‘no definite itinerary has 
been set and approved by the Holy See or the 
Administrative Committee of the (bishops’) 
conference.’’ Archbishop Mahony told the 
press gathering that the pope will arrive in Los 
Angeles on the fifth day of his U.S. trip. The 
theme of the two-day Los Angeles visit will 
center on immigration and communication, he 
said. 


LIVING SPIRITUALITY — Pope John 
Paul II said what impressed him most about 
India during his 10-day stay to the Asian 
nation was its living spirituality and _ its 
“‘shocking’’ poverty. Speaking to reporters 
aboard an Air India Boeing 707 that took him 
from Bombay to Italy, the 65-year-old pope 
said he confirmed two impressions while in 
India. First, he said, was that Indians have ‘“‘a 
great culture, a great spirituality, and this 
spirituality is still alive.’’ The pope added: 
“There is naturally a problem that is shocking 
to us, that is the problem of external poverty. 


NC/UPI photo 


RUNNING START — Actors Robert Wagner and Jimmy Stewart blow out candles on a 
cake shaped like a running shoe to promote the annual Jimmy Stewart Marathon planned for 
April 6. The event will benefit St. John’s Hospital in Santa Monica. 


2 — Southern Cross, February 20, 1986 


In Bombay a third of the population is 
practically homeless, but I hope that (Indians), 
with their democratic principles, can slowly 
overcome this.’’ 


MORE DEACONS — The number of 
permanent deacons in the United States rose 
by 323 and the number of candidates for the 
diaconate by 149 in 1985, according to a report 
by the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. The Annual Statistical Report on the 
Permanent Diaconate, issued by the NCCB 
permanent diaconate secretariat in 
Washington, showed that the number of 
deacons increased from 7,102 in 1984 to 7,425, 
while diaconate candidates increased from 
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San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation 


P.O, Box 81-001 — 333 G Street 
San Diego, California 92138 


Opening in 1986 at 3050 — 53d Street (near Redwood) in east San Diego. -] 


San Diego Interfaith Housing Foundation is an ecumenical housing ministry. 
Koman Catholic representatives on its Board are: 

Father Douglas Regin, Executive Director of Catholic Community Services 
Robert J. Swanson of the Immaculata : 
Faul Desrochers of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish 


# Official "|" 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Thursday, Feb. 20, 4 p.m., Cathedral of the 
Annunciation, Stockton, installation of the 
Most Reverend Donald W. Montrose as 
bishop of Stockton. 

Friday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m., Douglas F. 
Manchester Hall, University of San Diego, 
Angeles de Alcala dinner. 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 10:30 a.m., St. Francis 
Seminary, ordination to priesthood of William 
T. Lawson. ; 

Saturday, Feb. 22, Inter-Continental Hotel, 
““Miracle on 15th Street’? dinner for St. 
Vincent de Paul Center. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, noon, St. Rita Church, 
Mass and conferral of papal honors. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, 2:30 p.m., Our Lady of 
Grace Church, El Cajon, Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults. 

Wednesday, Feb. 26, 9:30 a.m., St. Francis 
Seminary, presbyteral council meeting. 


Father Peter M. Escalante 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Friday, Feb. 21, 3 p.m., Diocesan Office, 
Hispanic Affairs Committee. 

Saturday, Feb. 22, 11 a.m., St. Patrick 
Church, Carlsbad, diocesan Day for the Elect. 

Monday, Feb. 24, and Tuesday, Feb. 25, 
St. Joseph Cathedral, Hispanic priests 
meeting. 

Friday, Feb. 28, to Sunday, March 2, Third 
Encuentro for youth, Fresno. 


2,114 to 2,263. The increase in diaconal 
candidates reverses a five-year ‘‘modest 


decline,’’ according to Samuel Taub, a 
permanent deacon and executive director of 
the bishops’ permanent diaconate secretariat. 
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Local News 


SAN DIEGO — Dr. Kimiko Fukuda, director of 
Community Relations and Integration Services for San 
Diego City Schools, will be the featured speaker at a 
seminar on ‘‘The Asian-American Experience: Trials and 
Triumphs,”’ to be held Feb. 26 from 7:30 to 9 a.m. in the 
Terrace Room of the Stardust Hotel and Country Club, 
Mission Valley. 

Sponsored by the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews, the event is the second program in a five-part 
series on the theme ‘‘America Is Many: Count Me In.”’ 
The series brings together community leaders, educators, 
and students from local high schools for discussion of 
important issues affecting today’s society. - 

Topics remaining to be discussed in the series are 
American Indians today, Hispanic Americans, and the 
new immigrants. 

For reservations or further information, call the NCCJ 
office at 232-6113. 


LOS ANGELES — ‘‘Expanding Your Horizons,’ a 
one-day conference designed to encourage secondary 
school-aged women to consider study and career options 
in math and science, will be hosted by Loyola Mary- 
mount University March 15 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Sponsored by the Math/Science Interchange, the 
conference will offer separate programs for grades 6-8, 
9-12, and parents and educators. Each group will 
participate in hands-on workshops and career-related 
seminars led by women active in a variety of technical 
fields, such as marine biology, engineering, physics, and 
mathematics. 

Pre-registration for the conference is required. Cost is 
$5 for students and $7 for adults, including lunch and 
materials. For more information, call (213) 642-2774 or 
(213) 642-5114. 


OCEANSIDE — The film ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth’’ will be 
shown free on Fridays, from 7 to 9 p.m., and on Sundays, 
from 1 to 3 p.m., at St. Mary Star of the Sea School, 
Oceanside, beginning Feb. 28. 

Each week, through March 23, different segments of a 
Super-8 version of Zefferilli’s movie “Jesus of Nazareth”’ 
will be featured. : 

“‘The Awaited Messiah,’’ ‘‘Born for Us,’’ and “Sent 
by God’’ will be featured at the first presentation. For 
more information, call Dolores Skolimowska at 721-4415. 


SAN DIEGO — The City of Hope will sponsor a 
“Garage Sale Extravaganza’’ in the Exhibit Hall at the 
Del Mar Fairgrounds March 1 and 2 from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

The event will feature clothing, furniture, antiques, 
jewelry, art, crafts, sporting goods, and new and used 
merchandise. Entertainment will be provided by clowns, 
mimes, and magicians. Music will also be featured. 

A $1 donation for adult admission will benefit the City 
of Hope’s free patient care and cancer research progams. 

For more information or to rent booth space, call the 
City of Hope, San Diego regional office, at 233-8581. 


HILLCREST — Mercy junior volunteer Elizabeth 
MacLeod (left) helps with Mercy Hospital employee 
identification badges. A student at Our Lady of Peace 
Academy, MacLeod works in one of many departments 
included in the Mercy Junior Volunteer program, an 
after-school program open to youth, 13-18 years of age. 

Re-introduced this fall by director of Mercy Volunteer 
Services Katie Krayer, the program has attracted 
approximately 70 area students in just the past few 
months. 

Students may work from two to eight hours per week in 
a number of departments, including admitting, central 
transportation, dietetics, gift cart, labor and delivery, 
patient visiting, pharmacy, respiratory therapy, medical 
education, and reading services. A limited number of 
weekend positions are also available. 

For more information on available positions and 
orientation sessions, call 260-7082. 


ALCALA PARK — The St. Hallvard Norwegian 
Boys’ Choir will perform Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. in the 
Immaculata, on the campus of the University of San 
Diego. 

Made up of approximately 30 members, two-thirds of 
whom are between the ages of 9 and 15, the choir is 
conducted and managed by Oistein Vogt. 

The choir’s repertoire covers a wide range of church 
music, from the Gregorian plainsong of the Middle Ages 
to music of the Renaissance and the classic polyfony, and 
includes works from this century. 

Founded in 1962, the group has performed in many 
parts of the world including Sweden, Germany, Great 
Britain, and Italy. 

Donation for the concert is $8 for adults and $4 for 
children, students, and seniors. Tickets will be available 
at the door. For more information, call 293-3358. 

The choir is also scheduled to perform at St. Michael 
parish, Poway, Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. For details on this 
performance, call 487-4755. 


PACIFIC BEACH — The Chamber Choir of the 
College of Saint Teresa in Winona, Minn., will perform 
March 2 at 7:30 p.m. in St. Brigid Church, Pacific 
Beach. 

The program will feature the west coast premiere of 
‘Love Letter,’’ by Stephen H. Paulus, a composer-in- 
residence with the Minnesota Symphony Orchestra. 
Paulus has written works for the St. Louis Opera 
Company, the Houston Chamber Orchestra, and the 
Minnesota Orchestra. ‘‘Love Letter’’ was commissioned 
by the Chamber Choir, and is based on seven letters from 
women to Jonathan Swift, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry 
VIII, and other famous men. 

The concert will also include the music of Randall 
Thompson, Debussy, Vaughan Williams, Faure, Knut 
Nystedt, and traditional folk songs and popular songs. 
Paul Rusterholz will conduct the choir. 

A free-will offering will be collected. For more 
information, call 483-3030. 


NATIONAL CITY — St. Mary parish, National 
City, has started the first electronic bingo game in San 
Diego County. Totally computerized, each machine 
enables a person to play up to 40 cards at one time. The 
machines will be featured at St. Mary parish’s bingo 
games on Saturdays. The games begin 6:30 p.m. For 
more information, call 474-1501. 


EL CAJON — Joe Bauer, of KFMB-radio’s Hudson 
and Bauer, will emcee the fourth annual St. Patrick 
concert March 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the East County 
Performing Arts Center, 210 East Main Street, El Cajon. 

Francis O’Brien, Ireland’s leading baritone, will be the 
featured performer. O’Brien sings with the Dublin Grand 
Opera and has also performed with the Cork City Opera 
and the National Irish Opera. 

Joining O’Brien will be the Des Regan Band from 
Burbank and Mary Adams, a local performer who sings 
and plays the harp. 

Father Michael Cleary, who appears regularly in ‘“The 
Holy Show’’ in Dublin, will make a guest appearance. 

Other local singers, including Father 
Griesgraber, associate pastor of Holy Trinity parish in El 
Cajon, and four Irish dance groups will also be featured at 
the concert, which will benefit San Diego pro-life groups. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children under 16. 
For more information, call 466-1507 or 276-5974. 


SAN DIEGO — Dr. John C. Wilke, president of the 
National Right to Life Committee, will be the featured 
speaker at a March 16 dinner at the Town and Country 
Convention Center, Mission Valley. 

Sponsored by the San Diego Pro-Life League, the 
dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m. and costs $25, or $10 to 
hear the speaker only. 


Daniel © 


The San Diego Pro-Life League is a non-profit 
counseling and educational organization that offers 
alternative solutions to abortion for problem or crisis 
pregnancies. 

Reservation deadline is 
information, call 697-7728. 


March 10. For ticket 


SAN DIEGO — San Diego Interfaith Housing 
Foundation held groundbreaking ceremonies Jan. 29 at 
the site of its Redwood Villa project for low- and 
moderate-income seniors. 

Redwood Villa is the fourth facility built by Interfaith 
Housing Foundation, a non-profit agency formed in 1968 
by the Diocese of San Diego and seven other religious 
bodies. The diocese is represented on the Interfaith 
Housing board by Father Douglas Regin, director of 
Catholic Community Services, and Paul Desrochers of 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart parish. 

Other facilities include Horton House, a 14-story high- 
rise in San Diego’s Centre City, and combination family- 
senior apartments in San Ysidro and southeast San 
Diego. 

Located near 53rd and Redwood Streets in mid-city, 
Redwood Villa will be a 92-unit, two-story garden 
apartment facility for older adults and the handicapped. 
Features will include guest rooms, a spa, and a 
community building. 


Sr. Fay Hagen (left), mother, Gladys, and brother, Bill 


SAN DIEGO — About 100 people participated in a 
surprise luncheon honoring Sister Fay Hagen, 
coordinator of the Ladies of Charity, Feb. 10 at the 
Atlantis Restaurant on Mission Bay. 

The event’s guests included Sister Hagen’s mother, 
Gladys, her brother, Bill, Father Joseph Carroll, director 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Center, and Father Patrick 
Grace. 

A number of speakers, including Father Carroll and 
Patsy Kielty, commented on Sister Hagen’s efforts to help 
those who are less fortunate. Kielty, vice president of the 
mid-city area for the Ladies of Charity, was mistress of 
ceremonies for the luncheon. 

Sister Hagen has been coordinator of the Ladies of 
Charity, an auxiliary to the St. Vincent de Paul Center, 
since 1983. She had previously worked at Our Lady of 
Peace Academy for 13 years. 


Local council hails 
Shcharansky’s release 


SAN DIEGO — The release of former Soviet Jewish 
“‘prisoner of conscience’ Anatoly Shcharansky was 
applauded by Murray Galinson, chairman of the San 
Diego Jewish Community Relations Council, in a 
statement issued Feb. 11. 


“‘His release will bring great joy to his long-suffering 
wife, Avital, who has wandered among the capitals of the 
world seeking freedom for the man she has not seen since 
just after their wedding day on July 4, 1974,’’ Galinson 
said. 


SHCHARANSKY’S RELEASE will give hope to 
many others who remain trapped in the Soviet Union, 
Galinson commented. Both Jews and non-Jews ‘‘were 
emboldened by Anatoly’s advocacy of the idea that all 
Soviet citizens have rights assured them under the 
Helsinki Accords that the Soviet Union signed in 1975,’’ 
he added. 


‘While he is an important symbol, he is but one man,”’ 
Galinson continued. If the emigration trends of the last 
few years continue, then he will be but one of a hundred 
or so Soviet Jews who will be permitted to emigrate in 
February 1986, he said. 

Last year, some 1,140 Soviet Jews were allowed to 
emigrate, down from a high of more than 51,000 in 1979. 
Last month, only 79 Soviet Jews were allowed to leave for 
Israel. : 
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Viewpoints 


Secular press sensationalizes religious news 


In the 1960s, there was a great deal of shock value in 
stories of priests and nuns ‘‘leaping over the wall’’ into 
matrimony. After all, those were the days that gloried in 
anything that was anti-institutional or anti-traditional. 


Apparently, the San Diego Union has reluctantly left 
the Eisenhower years and is now barreling into the 1960s. 
On the eve of St. Valentine’s Day, readers were treated to 
an article titled ‘‘Ex-Nun, Priest share special bond.”’ 
The couple interviewed were Roger and Suzanne 
Desmarais, active Catholics belonging to Nativity parish. 


JUST TO make sure that I wasn’t over-reacting, I 
phoned the Desmaraises to see what their reaction to the 
article had been. They felt, as do I, that the writer had 
interpreted their remarks and filtered them in such a way 
that the story smacked of sensationalism. 


The actual story is about two people who made a 
careful vocational choice, proceeded through proper 
channels, and have been blessed with a happy life. The 
Union article does not seem to appreciate the fact that the 
Desmaraises regard their days of religious life as a 
valuable experience, which paved the way for their 
subsequent choices and validated them. They are not 
bitter or regretful. 


The Union article confirms a judgment that has 
credence throughout the Catholic Press: Catholic news is 
rarely reported well by the secular press. 


VERY FEW secular papers have reporters qualified to 
write accurately on religious matters, and very few secular 
reporters escape the practice of filtering whatever they 
hear through their own biases. If religion were covered as 
accurately as sports, we would have no complaint. 
However, one grows weary of the inaccuracies and the 
innuendoes that appear in article after article. 


Editorial 


by 
Father Louis Copestake 


It seems to me that the issue is either one of malice or 
ignorance. If there is no malice on the part of the Union 
toward the Roman Catholic Church, then they have the 
obligation to report Catholic news with knowledge and 
sensitivity. This is especially the case because, of late, the 
Union has been reporting Catholic news with such 
regularity and has been doing it so badly. 


MMM MM MX 


In California at the present time, schools are allowed to 
excuse students from classes so that they may get 
abortions. This may be done without telling parents or 
guardians. 


A great deal is said today about teenage pregnancies, 
crumbling family structures, and the lessened regard for 
human life. It seems to me that the present state law 
promotes all three of these developments. A pregnant 
teenager is a person in crisis. She is faced with a gamut of 
decisions and options that need to be carefully weighed. 
She is also faced with the responsibility for another 
human life. 


MOMENTS OF crisis are also moments of 
opportunity. Through meeting and dealing with crises, 
growth and depth can be achieved. In the case at hand, a 
critical decision is going to be made. Why should-the 
family not be among the decision makers? 


Since the state expects parents to be responsible for 
their children, the state should not undermine the 
strength of the family bond by permitting children to 
receive abortions at will and with no_ parental 
consultation. Many children will go to extreme lengths to 
keep bad news from their parents, yet when parents 
discover whatever the dire news is, their reaction is often 
less drastic than previously assumed. In the process of 
sharing tough news, children and parents can grow closer 
and also grow up. 


California law may soon be changed to restore parents’ 
rights. Senator Joseph Montoya (D-North Whittier) has 
introduced a bill, SB 7, that would require parental 
consent or a court order for abortions performed on a 
minor. Under the provisions of Montoya’s bill, a minor 
would have to present the written consent of her parent or 
legal guardian before having an abortion, except in cases 
of medical emergency. She could also seek an abortion 
without such consent if she filed a petition in Superior 
Court and a judge ruled she was sufficiently mature and 
informed to make the decision, or parental notification 
would not be in the best interests of the minor. 


THE CATHOLIC bishops of California strongly 
support SB 7, and I urge you to join them. We must 
communicate clearly the values that bring better life 
options to our children and youth. SB 7 at least gives 
parents a chance to do that. 


This bill will be heard by the Assembly Judiciary Sub- 
committee on Administration of Justice at the end of 
February. The subcommittee will then make a 
recommendation to the full Judiciary Committee. 


I urge you to write the members of the subcommittee as 
soon as possible. These members are: Lloyd Connelly 
(chair), Wayne Grisham, Elihu Harris, Sunny Mojonnier 
and Maxine Waters. 


Address letters to: Assemblyman (woman) , State 
Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814. 


Black Catholics still face some discrimination 


One of the main reasons there are so 
few Black Catholics in the United States is 
very simple. White Catholics make little, 


Behind the 


Good historians tend to be truthful. 
There are victories told here, but losses 
too. I cringed while reading about the 


they might be. Josephite Archivist Father 
Peter E. Hogan’s essay details an 
astonishing amount of papers and 


if any, effort to encourage them to join 
“‘our’’ church. 


Our 10 Black bishops made that very 
plain in their statement last November: 
‘White Catholics . . . may feel sorry for 
Black people, feel afraid of them, or even 
feel guilty about their plight. However, 
they do not welcome the call of the Spirit 
to invite their Black sisters and brothers to 
the table of the Lord.’’ 


THE ANCESTORS of most Black 
Americans entered the American society 
as slaves. Their struggle, in America, to 
achieve dignity as free and equal human 
beings is long from won. 


If you’ve been led to think that both 
slavery and segregation ended in the last 
century with President Lincoln, you are 
wrong. A mere 40 years ago, President 
Harry Truman made headlines by ending 
official discrimination in our U.S. Armed 
Forces. No one has, as yet, been able to 
end discrimination in our society. 


The Catholic Church, of course, should 
be color blind. Determined Black 
Catholics, says Princeton University 
religion professor Albert J. Raboteau, 
have not allowed the bigotry and 
prejudice of white Catholics to drive them 
from the Church. No, they have 
“claimed the Church as their own and 
insisted by their continued presence that 
the Church was supposed. to be 
universal.”’ 


PROFESSOR RABOTEAU ran into 
Catholic bigotry at the age of eight when, 
visiting relatives in the south, the priest 
passed him by twice at the altar rail to 
distribute Communion to all the white 
people first. “‘I felt betrayed,’’ he said. 


Black Catholics, he explains, often face 
a double dose of discrimination: religious 
prejudice from their fellow Blacks who are 
mostly Protestant, racial prejudice from 
their fellow Catholics who are mostly 


Headlines 
by 
Dick Dowd 


white. 


I am old enough to have grown up with 
a school system that pretty much ignored 
the existence and accomplishments of the 
Catholic Church in the United States. We 
couldn’t find out how the Church had 
contributed to American society in our 


- usual history books. 


IT REQUIRED a whole series of 
“‘Catholic textbooks’? written and 
published by ‘‘Catholic school 
publishers’? to teach us our Catholic 
heritage. 


The story of Black Catholics in the 
United States is just emerging from a 
similar state of eclipse. That’s why the 
publishing of The Black Catholic 
Experience by the U.S. Catholic 
Historical Society as its first number for 
1986 is so important. 


Professor Raboteau’s piece on Black 
Catholics and Afro-American religious 
history is only one of eight remarkable 
entries in this 128-page paperback. 
Bishops, priest and sister founders of 
religious communities, pastors, musicians 
— all have a place in the work. If you 
have ever wondered about what Black 
musicians think about ‘‘folk music’’ you 
should read priest composer Father 
Clarence Rivers’ straightforward account 
of his experiences in ‘‘Black Community 
Liturgy.”’ 


THE BOOK comes at this time, editor 
Chris Kauffman told me, ‘‘in recognition 
of the importance of Black History Month 
to the Catholic Church as a whole and 
also honors the centennial of the 
ordination of Augustine Tolton as the 
first Black Catholic priest.’’ 
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frustrations faced by Jesuit Father Albert 
S. Foley’s struggle to publish Beloved 
Outcaste, a biography of our first Black 
Catholic Bishop James A. Healy of 
Portland, Maine. It was an eye-opener to 
see the reaction of prelates and publishers 
as well as some family descendants who 
did not know what to do or say about their 
Black heritage. 


I remember my surprise when the first 
“Black Studies’’ courses started to show 
up in college catalogs. I didn’t know what 

A 


documents about Black Catholics that 
exist, although there are still serious 
problems in keeping them available. 


Historians tell me nothing like The 
Black Catholic Experience exists in our 
literature. The book is available for $4 
from U.S. Catholic Historian, P.O. Box 
97, Eltingville Station, Staten Island, NY 
10312. After you read it, give it to your 
parish library or local school. Every full- 
time parish evangelist should read it — at 
least once. 
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Uplifting event 

The theme song for the 5th Annual 
Revival at Christ the King Church, Feb. 
3-7, was ‘‘This is my story, this is my 
song, praising my Savior all the day 
long.”’ 

The revival was supposed to be a 
diocesan event, but not many people from 
San Diego attended, other than 
Christians from around the area of Christ 
the King. 

Believe me, the diocese missed out on 
an uplifting event. 


Father Bruce Greening from 
Columbus, Ga., taught us what Black 
culture can bring to the Church today. 


Father Greening is a dynamic speaker. 
It is too bad that some of our pastors did 
not attend. They may have learned how 
to reach out to the people of God. 


Perhaps next year the Catholic people 
of San’ Diego will attend and be able to 
learn from our Black brothers and sisters 
how to really praise and glorify the Lord 
as king and savior. 


Joseph Martinez 
San Diego 


Liberal rag? 


The secular media, including TV and 
the San Diego Union gave the pope’s visit 
to India the silent treatment, even though 
300,000 people attended events. It is 
surprising that apparently the Southern 
Cross has followed suit. 

I hope the Southern Cross is not making 
the same mistake the late San Francisco 
Monitor made — that is, a heavy diet of 
liberal articles already covered by the 


_ secular press. 


If you doubt me, refer to page one 
articles in Southern Cross during the past 
two months and also review some of 
Father Higgins’ articles, including the 
one in which he criticzes the cardinal who 
is head of CCD in Rome. 


Please understand that we lay people 


are not all liberal and I would like a little 
more balance and objectivity in our 


Readers’ Forum 


Letters 


Catholic paper. 


Robert Z. Holmes 
San Diego 


Editor’s Note: The following 1s a list of the 
headlines of the ‘‘liberal’’ articles on page one of 
Southern Cross during the past two months: 
Ministries, talents are focus of Stewardship *86; 
Annual march for life sparks pro-life rallies; 
Local rallies mark court decision on abortion; 
Hope seen for pro-lifers cause; Prayer octave has 
American beginnings; Local services to honor 
Dr. Martin Luther King; Pro-life rallies will 
mark court decision; Brother, sister reunited after 
50-year separation; Bishop Maher’s New Year 
Message; Shelter looking for facility; Diocesan 
schools feature “‘rainbow’’ of activities; Special 
commission met to plan 1987 celebration for 
U.S. constitution. 


Splendid work 


Congratulations are overdue on the 
splendid work of the editorial staff of the 
Southern Cross. The recently modified 
layout is not just a matter of putting a new 
package on the same old product. Rather, 
it points to the greatly improved content 
and coverage to be found on the news, 
features, and editorial pages. 


I am especially pleased that you now 
include Father Richard McBrien among 
your columnists. Because he is recognized 
as one of the best of our contemporary 
American Catholic theologians, his 
addition underscores the commitment of 
the Southern Cross to provide not only 
broad information about the Church, but 
also deep insights into what it means to be 
the Church. This, it seems to me, answers 
two major goals of the Catholic press. 


Thank you for meeting those goals so 
well. 


Reverend J. Patrick Foley, Ph.D. 
Director 

Office of the Permanent Diaconate 
San Diego 


Blessing in disguise 


It has been my joy that I became a 


convert to Catholicism two years ago this © 


next Easter vigil. Actually, my conversion 
was a fuller expression of what I had 
already begun in the Protestant church. 
Being born into the Jewish faith truly 
gave me the fullness, the same that Christ 
himself had. 


The reason I feel compelled to write 
this letter and hope to see it in print is that 
as a single person who happens to be 32 
years old, I feel there is a lack of attention 
or direction within the liturgy, and 
perhaps from the Catholic Church at 
large, to accept and address single people. 
It is as simple as having the prayers of the 
faithful directed towards the unity of 
family, and the presentation of the 
offertory gifts made by families. 


We are strong in numbers and in the 
convictions of our faith and have made 
strong commitments to God and to one 
another in friendship. Saint Paul spoke 
about being single-minded and being able 
to serve with our whole being and that it 
was better to remain single. 


Far be it for me to say that I don’t need 
love and affection, I have that but without 
the added stresses that family would bring 
me. I consider my singleness a prayer in 
itself and a blessing in disguise. 


I say disguise because there is still the 
stigma from well-meaning persons that I 
would be fulfilled if I found a man to be 
happy with. Or perhaps there is 
something wrong with me and that is why 
I am not married. I have a rich, busy 
schedule including, being a member of 
the contemporary choir, leading and 
coordinating a home bible study, 
involvement in the Cursillo movement. I 
also have an active ministry in my work- 
place and personal environment that 
enables me to use the Lord’s gifts to the 
best of my ability. 


I would love to see more liturgys 
directed towards the community as a 
whole. Stop praying for us to find a mate! 


We are fine and have wonderful fulfilling 
relationships. 


Perhaps there will be some who have 
sought the wisdom of the single-minded- 
ness of Christ who will answer for me, or 
maybe my life will answer for itself. 


When I come before the Lord, he will 
ask me to be accountable for my life. He 
won’t ask me if I was married. Rather, he 
will ask me if I made life for those around 
me better, if I took a little pain from the 
world, if I spread the Gospel. He will ask 
me how well I have Loved. 


Donna L. Rosenberg 
San Diego 


Bent on destruction 


I was sure some reaction would come 
from readers of the Southern Cross for the 
acrimonious article ‘‘Church must 
eradicate scandal of sexism’’ (1/30). 


I am deeply offended and disappointed 
that such a dissenting article appeared in 
our diocesan paper. 


Is it not the vociferous and detestable 
women’s liberation movement who is 
creating sexism in the Church? They are 
bent on demolishing not only the hier- 
archial structure of the Church, as Christ 
instituted, but also the very Roman 
Catholic Church in order to reduce it to 
another Protestant denomination. 


The seven points expressed in the 
article are a manipulation of the Holy 
Scriptures and the magisterium. They are 
a blatant challenge to the teachings of the 
Church, specifically to the authoritative 
teachings of the late Pope Paul VI and 
our present Holy Father, Pope John Paul 
II, who expressely said that it was not in 
the mind of Christ to ordain women to the 
priesthood. 

Our present Holy Father ordered all 
Roman Catholic bishops, especially 
American bishops, to separate themselves 
from such divisive factions. 


Any Catholic dissenting from the Vicar 
of Christ is no longer a Roman Catholic. 
Msgr. Tullio Andreatta 

San Diego 


Family crises may often promote faith 


By Mary Alice Lowrance 


Have you noticed how the contradictions in life seem to 
increase in inverse proportion to your middle-aged 
longing for peace? This diabolical plot appears endemic 
among the cluster of people that social scientists call the 
unit of society. That unit, to which I am matriarch, 
strikes me as a fertile example of the many different 
tensions that beset families today. 


Technically, ours isn’t a Catholic family. The man of 
the house is a Lutheran. He jokingly claims he’s a victim 
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of a continuum of religious persecution as a proud 
descendent of French Huguenots. We both know, 
however, that accommodation to our individual beliefs 
and practices quickly became the norm in our home. 

THE NAY-SAYERS and doom predictors, who felt 
morally bound to discourage us from marrying 27 years 
ago, only accented the negative. Unfortunately, they 
missed the gift of reconciliation that a healthy partnership 
is capable of inspiring. 

We met this first threat to our domestic tranquility with 
the only sensible response: adaptation. Little did we know 
we were tilling the soil for an even tougher battle ahead. 
The new challenge came from an insidious interloper 
described, in my medical record, as chronic severe 
rheumatoid arthritis. 


Until then, my personal goals centered around raising 
my three young children and supporting my husband’s 
military career. Other plans, however, were afoot to test 
this commitment to one another. 


THE CRIPPLING effects of the disease soon 
redefined my role as wife and mother. In due course, 19 
orthopedic operations, the necessary hospitalizations and 
rehabilitations were forced into our nomadic schedule. 
The earlier seeds we had planted struggled to germinate, 
and we resisted another foe by again adjusting our life- 
style to accommodate. 


What family hasn’t sustained some crisis, and having 
come through it intact, recognizes a real growth taking 
place? It may not be appreciated as spiritual growth, but 
glancing back from the plateau always shows a process 
taking place. Guardedly, one begins to perceive the value 


of adversity. However, I made the mistake of assuming 
we had discharged our debt to wholesomeness and didn’t 
see the next trial coming over the horizon. 


Like every family today, we are subjected to many 
outside influences, not to mention up-dated concepts of 
the behavioral sciences. Children growing up in the 
information age, where an array of ideas flourish in an 
accessible media, are bound to make choices that dismay 
their elders. When those decisions reject a tradition, such 
as Catholicism, the pain and confusion can block out the 
ultimate beauty in store. 


WHEN OUR young adult daughter confided her 
intention to join another Christian church, even my 
husband took her to task. In his mind, her integrity was at 
stake. I had my own problems with her decision and they 
boiled down to a very bruised ego. This, of course, stood 
in the path of any constructive dialogue. 


The idea of compromise appalled me. After I indulged 
in my diatribes, though, this patient and spirit-filled 
young woman finally won my ear. That was five years 
ago and I am still in awe of her sincerity and zeal. 


Now a collective appreciation of ministries, from 
Renew to Christian missionary activities, enriches our 
family conversations. As a result, our home celebrates 
religious diversity in an atmosphere of acceptance and 
approval. This attitude permits us to share as fully as 
possible in a mutual spiritual journey. 


EVEN THOUGH it’s a risky posture, it’s infinitely 
rewarding for parents when children begin to make a 
connection between freedom and responsibility. I'll admit 
that in moments of stress I’d welcome less assertive off- 
spring. However, the Lord seems to have allowed for my 
human frailties in his plan as he persists in his instructions 
on my tolerance of ambiguity. 


Mrs. Lowrance is a member of San Rafael parish in San Diego. 
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Much-needed school 
addition ‘perks up’ 
classroom learning 


By Joyce Carr 


SAN DIEGO — “‘There is no substitute for Catholic 
education,’’ Bishop Leo T. Maher told parishioners, 
guests, and staff gathered in the Blessed Sacrament 
School courtyard for the dedication of Ellis Hall Feb. 16. 


The new two-story, 5,000-square foot building houses 
classrooms for grades 1, 2, and 3 anda computer room. It 
was named after Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Rita 
Ellis, who taught at the school nine years before her death 
in 1984. 


“CATHOLIC EDUCATORS witness their faith to 
others . . . they teach that pupils must follow the call to 
holiness,’’ Bishop Maher continued. He said that 
“Catholic schools create an environment of faith,’’ and 
are permeated with the spirit of God’s love. 


Outdoor ceremonies opened with the crowd pledging 
allegiance to the American flag as it was raised with the 
papal flag by student council members. They donated the 
papal flag, and the parish chapter of the Knights of 
Columbus donated the American flag, Dr. Brian Bennett, 
principal, said. 


He read a letter from Sen. Pete Wilson who saluted 
“the worthy goals of Blessed Sacrament church and 
school’’ and praised ‘‘the congregation that made the 
building and its years of future service possible.”’ 


CONGRESSMAN BILL Lowery, in whose district 
the school is located, said he recognized the parents’ 
burden of supporting both public and parochial 
education. He cited his efforts to alleviate this burden 
through legislation — cosponsoring tuition tax credits in 
1981 and promoting the voucher system of federal 
support for private schools. 


He traced his interest in Catholic education to his wife’s 
former nine-year teaching career at Stella Maris 
Academy. 


Bennett recognized the contractors, parishioners John 
Sickler and Joe Ramuno, and the architect, Roger 
Leonard. The three contributed some of their services. 


photo by Jim Carr 
FLAG-RAISING — Blessed Sacrament School student 
council raised the American and papal flags as guests 
pledged allegiance during opening ceremonies of the 
dedication and blessing of Ellis Hall. 
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LITURGY OF THANKSGIVING — Blessed Sacrament 
School girls interpreted lyrics to “We Rise Again 
from Ashes” during the Offertory procession of the 
liturgy, which celebrated the completion of a four- 


HE ALSO thanked Ed and Gail Andrade of A.O. 
Reed and Company Mechanical Contractors, who 
donated the heating and air conditioning system. 


Father William Mooney, pastor, thanked all- who 
contributed toward the ‘‘ideal of Catholic education’’ and 
prayed that the number of school alumni be doubled. 


The school has graduated 1,250 since it opened in 
1948, Bennett said. 


““WE BLESS this building and dedicate it to the 
growth of your kingdom on earth,’”’ Bishop Maher said 
before blessing the rooms in Ellis Hall. 


He was the principal celebrant in a liturgy of thanks- 
giving preceding the dedication. Father Mooney and 
associate pastor Father James Sassone concelebrated, 
along with Msgr. William Craft, diocesan director of 
Planned Giving; Father James Poulsen, pastor of St. 
Gregory the Great parish; and Father Ben Marcantonio, 
associate superintendent of schools. 


“You are an example of what the Church is all about,”’ 
said Jennipher Manson, a student who welcomed the 
assembly and thanked each one for making Ellis Hall a 
reality. 

BEFORE THE presentation of gifts, girls from the 
school performed a liturgical dance to the song, ‘‘We Rise 
Again from Ashes.’’ 


Guests included Sister Ellis’s sister, Evelyn Sanelli; her 
husband, Al; their family; and Sisters of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary community. 

The $238,000 cost of constructing Ellis Hall was raised 
by parishioners’ pledges, sale of property willed to the 
school, and funds raised by the school bingo committee, 
Bennett said. 


TWO WOODEN bungalows moved onto the property 
in 1951 pointed up the need for the new building. 


When second graders entered their bungalow about 
two years ago, they found the entire acoustical tile ceiling 
on the floor. The school library, parish hall, and church 
became their classrooms for that week. 


Two months later, a rainstorm blew out six windows 15 
minutes before the first graders arrived. 
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photo by Jim Carr 
classroom building on the parish campus. Kathy 
Villalobos instructed the girls. The combined parish 
choirs led by Kent Lasater and Cathy Senoff provided 
music for the liturgy. 


photo by Jim Carr 
BUILDING BLESSED — Bishop Leo T. Maher (center) 
blessed each room of Ellis Hall after offering. the 
building to God. He was accompanied by Father 
William Mooney, pastor (left), Congressman Bill 
Lowery, and Dr. Brian Bennett, principal. 


THE BUNGALOWS’ wall heaters were difficult to 


regulate, causing temperatures to be either too hot or too 
cold, Bennett said. 


Mary Weber taught 36 first graders in a bungalow that 
she said was adequate for 30. The additional space in the 
new classrooms ‘‘makes small-group teaching easier,”’ 
she said. ‘“The children are perkier and happier.’’ 


Classrooms for pre-school children and pupils in grades 
4 to 9 are located in other buildings on the campus. 
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By Jerry Filteau 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Most U.S. Catholics, when 
asked about a growing priest shortage, think it is more 
important for the Church to develop good lay leadership 
in parishes than to recruit more priests, says a report by 
Catholic University of America sociologist Dean Hoge. 


Asked in a 1985 survey to choose between those 
priorities, 54 percent of Catholic adults called restructur- 
ing parish life with more participatory leadership a higher 
priority, while 32 percent considered it more important to 
recruit more priests. The rest said they did not know or 
could not choose. 


AMONG CATHOLIC students in college, the 
preference for more lay leadership was even more 
marked. Students in general favored more participatory 
leadership by 74 percent to 19 percent. Students holding 
leadership roles in campus ministry were 72 percent to 18 
percent in favor of changing the style of parish leadership. 


Hoge, researching questions about vocations and 
future church leadership under a grant from the Lilly 
Endowment, oversaw extensive surveys last year to 
determine attitudes and views of U.S. Catholic adults, 
college students, and priests. 


The second of his not-yet-finished series of reports on 
the study’s findings was devoted to summarizing and 
comparing the views on the priest shortage held by the 
general Catholic adult population and by Catholic 
students in college. At colleges, separate surveys were 
conducted among the general Catholic student population 
and among students identified as campus ministry 


leaders. There were more than 600 Catholic students in 
each of the college surveys and more than 800 Catholics in 
the national sampling of adult views. 


AMONG VIEWS that were revealed by the surveys, 
Hoge reported that: 

@ Only a third of Catholic adults said they themselves 
had been affected in some way by a shortage of priests. 
Among Catholic student leaders in campus ministry, 37 
percent said they had experienced the shortage. Among 
Catholic students in general, 27 percent reported that 
experience. 

e ‘Ordination of women was favored by 47 percent of 
the adults and 49 percent of the student (campus ministry) 
leaders.”’ 

e “Ordination of married men was favored by 63 
percent of the adults and 51 percent of the student leaders. 

e From a list of possible reductions in priestly activity, 
both adults and student leaders objected most strongly to 
not having priests available to visit the sick or dying, 
having less than one Mass a week, not having a resident 
priest in a parish, and having only deacons or lay 
ministers available to officiate at marriages. 

© They objected least to the merging of parishes, the 
reduction of the number of Masses on weekends, baptism 
only by deacons or lay people, and reduced availability of 
the sacrament of penance. 

© Asked what kind of changes might help or hurt the 
Church, both adults and student leaders indicated 
especially strong support — above 70 percent — for more 
frequent informal relationships between priests and laity, 
more small groups in parishes, greater lay participation in 
decision-making, more influential roles for women, and 


Religious call Vatican statement ‘tragic’ 


By Jerry Filteau 
NC News Service 
Sister Helen Amos, head of the Sisters of Mercy of the 
Union, called it ‘‘tragic’’ that a Vatican agency said 
Mercy Sister Margaret Farley ‘‘retracted her signature’’ 
from a statement about abortion. 


‘‘T plan to make every effort to clear up this misunder- 
standing. . . . It’s a serious matter,” said Sister Amos in 
a telephone interview. : 

SISTER AMOS was objecting to a statement from the 
Vatican’s Congregation for Religious and Secular 
Institutes that Sister Farley, a professor of Christian ethics 
at Yale University’s divinity school, ‘has retracted her 
signature” from the statement on abortion, which 
appeared as an advertisement in October 1984 in The 
New York Times. 


Sister Farley has called the Vatican’s version of events 
“totally false.’’ 

“Tt is true that my case is settled,’’ she said. ‘‘It is not 
true that I retracted.”’ 

REACHED BY phone in Kansas City, Mo., Sister 
Amos said, ‘‘I do not consider and I have had no reason 
to consider that my correspondence in this matter would 
be considered a retraction of Margaret Farley’s 
signature’’ from the ad. 
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The Vatican statement cited a letter from Sister Amos 
to the Sisters of Mercy of the Detroit province. The 
statement said Sister Farley had retracted her signature 
through Sister Amos’ “‘affirmation’’ that ‘Sister 
Margaret’s position relative to abortion is in accord with 
the teaching of the Church.”’ 


She said that after Sister Farley informed her of the new 
Vatican statement, ‘‘in the last 48 hours I’ve gone over all 
the correspondence”’ since the case began. ‘“The only 
time ‘retraction’ was mentioned was in the very first 


letter.’’ 


Sister Amos said she found it ‘‘tragic’’ for people to 
have worked to resolve an issue and ‘‘then after 14 
months they find out that the grounds on which they 
thought they were standing have crumbled.”’ 
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Dn Leo ving “Memory 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 
eternal happiness and peace. Amen. 


DOWD, CATHERINE IRENE Funeral Mass: St. 
Patrick’s Church, February 10, 1986. 


CORRAO, PIETRA Funeral Mass: Our Lady of 
the Rosary Church, February 11, 1986. 


BUZBY, DUDLEY, C. Sr. Funeral Mass: St. 
Didacus Church, February 11, 1986. 


VERDECCHIA, BIARIO Funeral Mass: Holy 
Cross Mausoleum, February 14, 1986. 
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-|« Survey reveals future for lay leadership 


paid lay counselors on parish staffs. 

© Ideas that received the least support were greater 
stress on obedience to priests and letting parish priests live 
outside rectories. Just over one-third of Catholic adults 
thought these ideas would be helpful, and only one of 
every four or five student leaders favored them. 


Hoge said the ‘‘near-unanimous acclaim’”’ for ‘‘more 
personal and participatory parish life’? provided 
‘important information for church leaders.’’ 


ONE GROUP of 14 questions about priestly tasks, 
which was asked only in the survey of student leaders, 
began with ‘‘the assumption that priests today have too 
much work to do,’’ Hoge said. 


The ‘‘main message’’ from those responses, he said, 
‘Ss that, apart from marriages, baptisms, and preaching 
in Mass, most of the work currently being done by parish 
priests could be reassigned to deacons or lay persons. If 
priests are overworked, much of the work should be 
reassigned, beginning with the supervision of buildings 
and grounds, maintaining financial books, organizing 
youth ministry and sports programs, organizing CCD 
(Confraternity of Christian Doctrine) programs, and 
organizing charitable work.”’ 


“é ‘ 


Although those particular questions were not asked in 
the general survey of Catholic adults, Hoge said it seemed 
likely that their answers would have been similar. 
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Lenten laws 365 days a year. (In fact, | think most of us 
feel our parents sacrificed daily for us.) But | refer to 
Priests, Sisters, and Lay Missioners by the hundreds 
who have committed their lives to others. This Lent, will 
you share with them what you have? 
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Over 50 deaf-mute Arab boys in Lebanon need to be 
fed. In the Father Roberts Home, these boys are be- 
coming self-supporting watchmakers, tailors, and bar- 
bers—thanks to the missionaries in that war-torn land. 
To feed this “family” for a day costs less than $100. 
Your gift—$100, $50, $25, $10, or whatever you can 
offer—will nourish these boys. . . boys nobody wanted. 


NEEDED: The Bishop of Jagdalpur, India, writes: ‘‘Education of 
CHILDREN’S the children is the last priority of the tribals in the Bastar 
HOME District. For them, the fields, crops, and cattle are im- 
IN portant. But their uplift depends on the education of the 
JAGDALPUR growing generation. If their children stay at home to 
work in the fields, they will receive no education. We 
have persuaded villagers to send their children to the 
balabhavans from where they can attend the nearby 
schools.’’ CNEWA is helping these people construct a 
children’s home located where the children can reach 
aschool. For $6,000 you can complete this project as a 
Memorial for someone you love. . . but your gift in any 

amount will be a Godsend. 
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studies at Ranchi. Help light their way! 
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are celebrated promptly; please send your intentions 
today. ..In addition, why not enroll your family and 
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prayers, and works of all our missionaries. Your offering 
serves Christ’s poor. 
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Vignettes of history reveal 


contributions of Black people 


By Marianna McLoughlin 


During Black History Month, Blacks in the United 
States celebrate their African heritage and remember 
their passage and struggle from slavery. This celebration 
underlines the adage that knowledge of the past is 
essential for understanding the present. 


The history of Blacks in the United States, their 
accomplishments and contributions, still have not been 
heard or recognized by most of American society. Only 
with the nonviolent movements of the 1960s did 
Americans begin to realize that the contributions of a vital 
segment of society had been totally ignored in the nation’s 
educative process — its schools and its textbooks. 


THOSE CONTRIBUTIONS have been and continue 
to be monumental. For example, the following facts are 
chronicled in history: 

¢ Black people were among the earliest participants in 
the Spanish explorations of the New World. In 1538 
Estevanico, a Black, led an expedition that opened up 
New Mexico and Arizona for the Spaniards. 

¢ The first Blacks to settle on America’s shores arrived 
in 1619 at the colony of Jamestown, Va. — one year 
before the Mayflower landed. 

e James Derham, recognized as the first Black 
physician in America, was practicing medicine in the 
colonies in 1762. ; 

° Blacks have fought alongside whites in every war 
fought on American soil and by United States military 
forces. In 1770 Crispus Attucks was the first of five 
persons killed in the Boston Massacre. He is generally 
looked upon as the first martyr of the Revolution. 

¢ The second book to be published by an American 
woman was Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and 
Moral, written by Phillis Wheatley. This Black poetess 
gained international recognition in 1773. 

¢ In 1790 Jean Baptiste Point du Sable, a French- 
speaking Black from Santo Domingo, established the first 
permanent settlement at Chicago. 


These listings in the Black Almanac are just a few of the 
events of the early years of America in which Blacks 
participated or to which they made important 
contributions. Blacks continued to be a vital force in the 
shaping of American society in the 19th century and on 
into the 20th. They entered into every major occupation, 
including law, education, politics, military, and religious. 


THE MESSAGE of Christianity also has an African 
origin. According to some church historians, Ethiopia, a 
Black country, is the oldest Christian country in the 
world. Five hundred years before Christ, Egypt was 
looked upon by the rest of the world as a Black nation. 
The Old Testament infers that the Israelites thought of 
the Egyptians as Black. 


. Africans were Christian before Europeans were 
Christian. The Ethiopian Christians carried the Christian 
message to central Africa, and the Egyptian Christians 
evangelized Europe. African men, such as Tertullian, 
Origen, and Saint Augustine, helped develop the 
tradition of the Catholic Church. 


Africans had prominent positions in the development of 
the doctrine of the Trinity and the model of collegiality to 
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which the Catholic Church has returned after Vatican II. ! 
In fact, more Africans were martyred in northern Africa 
than there were Europeans martyred for the faith in the 
Roman Colisseum. 


AMONG THE many lasting influences on the 
Catholic Church that Africa had are the contributions of 
at least four Black popes, three of whom are venerated as 
saints: Popes Adrian, Saint Victor I, Saint Melchiades, 
and Saint Gelasius I. Many more Blacks are listed on the 
roster of those canonized by the Church. 


Although Blacks had a role in shaping the early 
Church, the number of Black Catholics in America has 
been far fewer than among other Christian 
denominations. In the early days of the colonies, the 
greatest number of Black Catholics were to be found in 
Maryland and Louisiana. 


The first U.S. native-born Black Roman Catholic 
bishop was James Augustine Healy, born to an Irish 
planter and a slave on a plantation near Macon, Ga., in 
1830. He was ordained a priest in Paris on June 10, 1854, 
and consecrated bishop in 1875 in Portland, Ma. 


TODAY, THERE are 10 Black bishops in the United 
States. They are: Bishop Joseph Howze of Biloxi, Miss., 
and Auxiliary Bishops Joseph Francis of Newark, Eugene 
Marino of Washington, Harold Perry of New Orleans, 
James Lyke, of Cleveland, Emerson Moore of New York, 
Moses Anderson of Detroit, Wilton Gregory of Chicago, 
J. Terry Steib of St. Louis, and John Ricard of 
Baltimore. 


One hundred years ago Father Augustine Tolton was 
ordained a Catholic priest. He was the first African- 
American Catholic priest both of whose parents were of 
African heritage. 


He was born on a plantation in Kentucky and endured 
the evils and indignities that only slaves could know in the 
1800s in America. The Civil War swirled around his 
family and engulfed them in its misery. Eventually, they 
were able to lay down the burden of slavery, only to pick 
up the burdens of racism and prejudice that flourished 
after the war. 


WHEN TOLTON decided to study for the priesthood, 
the Franciscans in Rome were the only ones who would 
find a place for him, on the condition that he agree not to 
return to the United States as a priest. Rather, he was to 
go to Africa as a missionary. They reasoned that the 
church in the United States was not ready to accept a 
Black priest. 


However, upon his ordination in 1886, Father Tolton 
was assigned by the Vatican to the Diocese of Illinois, 
where he served for 11 years. Even though Father 
Tolton’s preaching and his warm, personal pastoral style 
were appealing to those who attended his parish — whites 
included — his ministry was hampered by racism and 
discrimination. 


Historically, African-American women and men have 
excelled in whatever they have set out to do. The non- 
violent movement that began at a lunch counter in 
Greensboro, N.C., and on a bus in Alabama has brought 
about abrupt and sweeping changes for American society. 


Parts of this article were adapted from articles by Father Martin Carter, director 
of the Office for Black Ministry and Evangelization, Diocese of Raleigh, N.C. 


By Ana Rodriguez-Soto 


MIAMI (NC) 


evangelization of Blacks on 


HOMILIST — Salvatorian Father Auxiliary Bishop 


Bruce Greening was the guest 
speaker at the five-day revival at 
Christ the King Church. Each 
night, Father Greening, from St. 
Benedict Church in Columbus, 
Ga., delivered a sermon related to 
the Gospel message for that 
evening. ‘‘Good gospel preaching 
is part of the Black tradition,” 
according to Deacon Marvin 
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during a visit to Miami in conjunction with Black 


He said his experiences have shown that the U.S. 
church is concentrating on evangelizing Hispanics but 
| neglecting Blacks in the process. 


BLACKS HAVE made advances but ‘‘racism still 
jexists in the Church and you hear horror stories from 
jtime to time,’’ said Bishop Moore, one of 10 Black 
| U.S. bishops. His visit to Miami was sponsored by 
| Catholic Community Services as part of the February 
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and preaching, all central to Black 
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change right there.’’ 


The bishop also urged Black Catholics to put their 
“‘tremendous gifts’’ at the service of the Church and 
called on white Catholics to be open to minority 
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Church that keeps me going.”’ 


The Church has much to contribute to the Black 
community, especially the values taught in its inner- 
city schools, the rebuilding of families, and the 


““MAYBE WE’VE become too lax,’’ the bishop 
said. ‘“We have to make more demands on people, on 
. . . I think we’ve 


He called on Blacks to ‘‘agitate, agitate, agitate’’ to 
eliminate racism. ‘‘Stay where you are and try to begin 


Although racism is painful, Bishop Moore said, 
““There’s a basic trust, a basic faith that I have in the 


| Strong, vibrant Black community 


shares gifts with diocesan church 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — The Black Catholic Commission, part 
of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, ‘‘is made up of eight to 
11 people and is designed to act as a liaison between the 
bishop and the people... to express the needs of 
Blacks,’’ said Deacon Marvin Threatt, commission chair- 
man since 1983. ° 


Formed in 1975, the commission works to evangelize in 
the Black community and to be a witness, Threatt said. 


THREATT DESCRIBES the diocese’s 8,000 Black 
Catholics as a “‘strong and vibrant community that wants 
to share their gifts with the Church.’’ 


“We want San Diego to become the center of Black 
expression within the Catholic Church on the west 
coast,’’ he explained. 


Blacks have pride in their heritage and want to share it 
with others to make the Church truly universal, the 
deacon said, adding that Bishop Leo T. Maher and Msgr. 
I. Brent Eagen, diocesan chancellor, have been very 
supportive of the Black Commission’s work. 


AMONG THE commission’s accomplishments is the 
formation of the Diocesan Gospel Choir, as well as the 
start of gospel choirs at Christ the King and St. Rita 
parishes. 


The Diocesan Gospel Choir was formed shortly after 
the commission began, when Audrey Chung was chair- 
person of the group, Threatt said. Its purpose is to share 
Black culture throughout the diocese. The choir has been 
invited to sing in other dioceses, which helps strengthen 
bonds with other communities. 


Another of the commission’s successes has been 


revivals held annually at Christ the King parish since 
1980. Threatt said the National Commission for Black 
Catholics helped set up the revivals, which are designed as 
diocesan-wide events, not just for Blacks, but also for 
others to share in Black culture. 


THE FOCUS of Threatt’s administration of the 
commission has been implementing an Afro-American 
liturgy and culture workshop at the University of San 
Diego. The workshop demonstrates how one can express 
culture within the liturgy, he explained. 


Threatt would like those who minister to Blacks to, 
attend the second Western Regional Afro-American 
Liturgy Workshop to be held June 13-15 at USD. This 
year’s speaker will be Greer Garson, director of religious 
education for the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. 
Garson helped draft the Black bishops’ pastoral, ‘“‘On 
What We Have Seen and Heard,”’ and will explain the 
document and ways to implement it at the workshop. 


Ron Harbor, from the Liturgy and Campus Ministry 
office at Catholic University in Washington, D.C., will 
also speak at the western regional on how to implement 
Black expression in liturgy, Threatt said. Other 
presenters include Sharon Starlings, whose topic will be 
sacred movement in the Black tradition, and Father Giles 
Conwill, an advisor to the Diocesan Black Commission. 


“THERE ARE certain impediments to Black 
evangelization that Catholicism faces in our 
communities,’’ Father Conwill explained. 


“The first concerns the fact that Catholicism in this 
country is a predominantly white denomination. The 
Church is white administratively, liturgically, culturally, 
and ideologically. The truth of the matter is that white 
leadership still stands as the greatest social impediment to 


i throughout the diocese each evening. 
Bee Na rte ed ESS ct OTE esntra ames esr liturgy. 


Black evangelization in the Catholic Church,’’ Father 
Conwill said in a statement on the need for the Diocesan 
Commission for Black Catholics. 


““The diocesan Commission for Black Catholics, by its 
very existence and the programs it offers seeks to counter 
these impediments... of cultural arrogance and 
ignorance of Black culture/history and_ sociological 
dynamics (that) are a cultural impediment of Black 
Catholic evangelization in this diocese and country,” 
Father Conwill noted. 


“WE BLACK Catholic leaders have repeatedly 
emphasized the need for parishes with significant 
numbers of Black Catholics to share resources and have 
more networking,’’ Father Conwill explained, adding 
that ‘‘St. Rita and Christ the King parishes have the 
largest concentrations of Black Catholics in this diocese.’’ 
The commission continues ‘‘to beg pastors, associates, 
and ministers working in such parishes to attend seminars 
and workshops so that they can become more familiar 
with the needs of the people whom they serve.”’ 


In 1987, a nationwide workshop on African-American 
culture, worship, and liturgy will be held in San Diego. 
Sponsored by the National Office for Black Catholics, 
Threatt expects about 200 representatives from through- 
out the nation to attend, adding that this is the first time 
an event of this type will be held on the west coast. 


Workshops have focused on expression, Threatt 
explained, so that Blacks will feel comfortable and make 
use of their cultural traditions in liturgy. Events such as 
these ‘‘give Blacks a voice in the Church and a sense of 
belonging,’’ he said. 


IN JANUARY, the commission sponsored a 
celebration in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The 
group plans to hold such an event each year and also plans. 
to continue to celebrate Black history month through its 
annual revival and other festivities, Threatt said. 


Threatt noted it is important that the commission 
continue to sponsor these diocesan-wide events ‘‘because 
some parishes with a lot of Blacks will do nothing’’ with 
regard to focusing on Black heritage and culture, 


The commission’s work and goals ‘“‘is well in 
accordance with Vatican II,’’ Threatt said. “Pope Paul 
VI told Blacks to ‘enrich the Church with your 
blackness,’ ”’ 


DIFFERENT CULTURES have some unique aspects 
to them, the deacon said. The problem comes when one 
tries to put many different cultures together as if they are 
one homogenous group. Threatt believes “‘you should 
take each (cultural) component separately and strengthen 
them, so that they can then contribute to the whole.’”’ 


A need exists for commissions that deal with particular 
issues, such as the one for Black Catholics, the deacon 
said. 


“‘The Church is strengthened by each person bringing 
his or her gifts to it,’? Threatt said. Allowing different 
peoples to share their cultures within the Church has still 
made it an ‘‘effective functioning, spiritual group. If we 
tried to put it all together, then, probably, the strongest 
group would dominate,’’ he added. 


“DIFFERENCES MAKE us unique and _ strong. 
They make us truly catholic in a sense,’’ Threatt noted. 


The commission’s ‘‘next task is to become a truly 
diocesan commission with representatives from all 
parishes where there are Black Catholics,’ Threatt said. 
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FULL HOUSE — The congregation listened as Deacon Marvin Threatt spoke Feb. 5 
at the fifth annual revival. The celebration attracted an average of 300 people from 


The revival closed Friday, Feb. 7, with a 
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Emigration of homeless has begun 


By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (NC) — A decade 
of Christian-Moslem civil war has created 
‘one huge problem’’ of homelessness in 


Lebanon, said Msgr. John Esseff, 
director of the Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine. 

About 500,000 of Lebanon’s 2.6 


million people are homeless, he said. The 
displaced live in monasteries, deserted 
office buildings, bombed-out hotels, 
movie theaters, refugee camps — wher- 
ever a family can squeeze itself. 


“THERE ARE probably as many 
displaced and homeless Lebanese as there 
once were displaced and homeless 
Palestinians,’’ said the priest. 


The pontifical mission, which provides 
social services and development aid in 
Lebanon, uses 40 percent of its budget to 
help the displaced, Msgr. Esseff said. 


He said that the war has driven many 
Lebanese, especially Christians, from 
their homes. They have settled into three 
Christian areas around east Beirut and 
the cities of Jezzine and Zahle. 


LAST SEPTEMBER, in the most 
recent mass movement of displaced 
persons, hundreds of thousands ‘‘came 
pouring down the coast,’’ to escape the 
fighting around Tripoli, Msgr. Esseff 
said. 


They ‘‘hemorrhaged from Tripoli,’’ he 


? 


. said, ‘‘fleeing the city with only the 


clothes on their backs.’’ 


Other battles have sent tens of 
thousands fleeing. In one five-week 
period in 1983, Druze militiamen, 


members of a Moslem sect, forced about 
125,000 Christians from their village 
homes in the Lebanon Mountains, 
according to the Catholic Center for 
Information, an agency of the Lebanese 


bishops. In 1976, more than 26,000 
Christians were driven from their homes 
in the Bekaa Valley. 


OTHER CHRISTIANS have fled 
their homes out of fear of persecution. 
Moslem-controlled west Beirut once 
housed 200,000 Christians; at the end of 
1985, only 35,000 remained there, the 
center said. 


The mass migrations have created 
overcrowded living situations and other 
numerous problems, for which the 
Vatican has voiced concern. 


Vincentian Father Celestino Buhigas, 
Pope John Paul II’s special representative 
to the Jezzine area, said that “‘the 
sufferings of displaced families risk 
becoming intolerable, even dangerous, 
when the future is completely black. 


“EVERYTHING MUST be done to 
facilitate their return to their land,’’ he 
said. ‘‘To a Lebanese, loss of land is loss 
of identity.”’ 

Father Antoine Gemayel, director of 
the Catholic information center, said in a 
report: ‘‘We are heading either toward 
mass migrations of Christians or 
radicalism. Emigration is already started 
to America — North and South — and to 
Australia.’’ 


The uncertainty of Lebanon’s future 
and the impossibility of starting over in 
the midst of the country’s ‘‘rampant 
economic crisis’? are pushing people to 
leave, he said. 


IN ADDITION, 


‘‘radicalism’’ is 


God ‘returned their grandchildren’ 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (NC) — Since 
1983, home for Abu Sulaiman 
Rachad, 63, and his wife, Deble, 50, 
has been a small office with a sink and 
toilet. 


The office, intended to house a 
switchboard, is in a building under 
construction at the Jesuit-staffed St. 
Joseph University in Beirut. 


THE RACHADS are among the 
half-million Lebanese displaced by the 
brutal, 10-year civil war. 


“‘T had orchards and olive trees,”’ 
Abu Rachad said, recalling the 
family’s home village of Masser Beit 
Eddine in the Lebanon Mountains. 


Rachad’s story was similar to those 
other Christians who have been driven 
from their homes into one of 
Lebanon’s three major Christian 
enclaves — the cities of Zahle, Jezzine, 
and east Beirut. 


THE RACHADS survived two 
Druze assaults on their village of 
1,100. One attack, in 1976, left 12 
dead, Rachad said, including his 


brother, sister-in-law, nieces, and 
nephew. 

“‘The Druze cut their throats,’’ he 
said. 


He said friends urged him to 
abandon Masser Beit Eddine after that 
assault, but Rachad, a farmer, 
remained on his land. 


HOWEVER, IN 1983 the Druze 

drove the Christians out, killing 15, 

| and razed the village’s 400 houses and 

one church. Rachad said his son and 
daughter-in-law were shot. 


Rachad, who now oversees the 
construction of the building in which 
he lives, unwrapped a thumb-size 
photograph of his missing son, 
Maroun, and retold the story his 
grandchildren, 8- and 7-years-old, told 
him. 


‘‘Maroun’s children and_ their 
4-year-old cousin, David, fled to a 
grove with him and his wife,’’ Rachad 
said. ‘‘Druze found and shot the 
parents as the children watched from 
nearby. : 

‘“*THE RED Crescent, the Moslem 
equivalent of the Red Cross, took the 
parents, and they have not been heard 
from since,’’ he said. 

‘*The children left the wooded area 
hours later when they became 
hungry,’’ Rachad said. ‘‘Druze 
militiamen found them and argued 
about whether or not to kill them. 
They decided to let them live.”’ 


A Druze leader sent the children to a 
Christian town where they found their 
grandparents. The youngsters live in 
an orphanage now. 

THE RACHADS closely guard the 
family’s five pink relocation cards, 
which they need if they are ever to 
return to the mountains. 

They said they are confident that 
God is with them. 

“If. God weren’t present,’ Mrs. 
Rachad said, ‘‘our grandchildren 
would not have come back to us.”’ 

SHE PRAYS for the return of her 
son. 

“Go to the mountains and take 
pictures,’’ she said. ‘‘Maybe you will 
take a picture of our missing son. 

‘If God wants it, we’ll be united,”’ 
she added. 

MRS. RACHAD said her 8-year- 
old grandson also hopes — for a 
future. 

‘‘The other day he told me that 
some people live the full years that God 
wants for them and some don’t,’’ she 
said. ‘‘He said that his mother and 
father didn’t, but that he wants to 
grow up to take their place.”’ 


— Sister Mary Ann Walsh 


10 — Southern Cross, February 20, 1986 


growing, he said, ‘“‘mainly among young 
people, known as the War Generation.”’ 

“Some of them already speak of 
terrorism’’ and feel ‘‘betrayed by the 
state, the army, their leaders, the United 
Nations,’’ he said. 


Holy Family Sister Georgette 
Noujaim, a social worker at Debayeh 
refugee camp near Beirut, cited moral 
and morale problems that have developed 
in the camps. The Debayeh camp, with 
about 5,000 residents, is home for 350 
Lebanese and 200 Palestinian refugee 
families. 


‘“‘THE PEOPLE live too close to one 
another,’’ she said. ‘‘There’s no glass in 
the windows. There’s no privacy. There’s 
no running water in the houses. There are 
open sewers. . . . They have no interests 
or goals.” 


Lack of adequate housing has forced 
families to split. Many parents have 
placed their children in orphanages, such 
as one run by the Blessed Sacrament 
Sisters in Ain War, about 10 miles north 
of Beirut. About 80 percent of the 225 
children in the Ain War orphanage come 
from families displaced by war. Many 
have been placed there by their families, 
said the superior of the order, Mother 
Francois Douehy. 


Franciscan Missionary of Mary Sister 


Madeleine Mansour, who works with 
many refugees, said the elderly from rural 
areas feel particularly helpless. 


“THE ELDERLY are despairing 
because they’ve lost their houses and 
everything else,’’ she said. ‘‘They were 
rooted in their land. It’s the only thing 
they’ve ever known. 


““Most come from small villages where 
their vegetable garden was their way of 
life. They’ve had to change their whole 
way of life. They aren’t used to going to 
the store to buy anything. They are used 
to getting everything from the earth.’’ 


The Vatican has asked that Christians 
be allowed to return to their homes, but 
those who have seen deserted Christian 
villages wonder whether that can ever 
happen. 


FATHER RAYMOND Eid, pastor in 
Jezzine, described the Iklim el-Kharroub 
area, where more than 28,000 were 
driven from their homes in 1985. 


‘‘Not only were people displaced, but 
whole villages were flattened, completely 
destroyed by - bulldozers,’’ Father Eid 
said. 


The Druze, he said, ‘‘took stones from 
the buildings and transferred them to the 
mountains. Cities and villages have been 
completely plowed under. There’s no 
evidence of their even having existed.”’ 


photo by Father ayel 


HELPING REFUGEES — Msgr. John Esseff, director of the Pontifical Mission for 
Palestine, comforts Father John Hbu-Hamra, a Greek Orthodox priest who lives in a 


refugee camp near Beirut. 
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continued from page 1 


Bishop Federico Escaler of the 
Prelature of Ipil said he expects the 
bishops’ statement to draw violence to 
clergy. 


“WE HAVE taken a nonviolent 


stance, and this will anger the left, which 
advocates armed strtiggle, as well as the 
government, so we will be caught in the 


Local reactions 


SAN DIEGO — Sentiments here 
over the Philippine election run strong 
and deep and are just as divided as in 
the Philippines. Many Filipinos in the 
area have relatives living there and 
concern is evidenced about their 
continued safety. 


Those who favor Marcos see him as 
a strong, experienced leader. Danny 
Casison, public relations officer for the 
San Diego diocesan Filipino 
commission, believes that by his re- 
election’ Marcos will be able to 
continue the land reforms and 
programs that people in the provinces 
- need. ; 


“‘Marcos is still a better leader,’’ he 
said. ““The people in the provinces like 
him.”’ 


Vic Ociano, a member of Good 
Shepherd parish in Mira Mesa, 
believes that the election could have 
restored democracy, but ‘‘the election 
results are very sad,’ he said. 
“Instead of going forward, now they 
have taken a step backward.’’ 


Marcos’s contention that many of 
the clergy and religious are 
communists is absolutely false, 
according to Juanita Nacu, a member 
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish in 
Rancho Penasquitos. 


“The elections aren’t like those in 
the United States,’’ she said. ‘‘Here 
we know our vote will count. Back 
home there is fraud and use of force. 
We had hoped that the people’s power 
would overrule the odds they were 
fighting against.’’ 


Nacu recalled that when she was a 
young child, the People’s Army 
kidnapped her father. ‘‘But they 
returned him,’’ she said, ‘‘ because 
they knew he served the poor people.’’ 


“The Philippines cannot continue 
with the repression under which they 
have been living,’’ she said. 


middle,”’ he said. 


About 50 of the nation’s 102 bishops 
met in Manila for two days to formulate 
the statement. Auxiliary Bishop Teodoro 
Bacani of Manila said there was a 
“‘diversity of opinion’’. among the 
bishops, so they ‘‘went to prayer before 
the Blessed Sacrament for divine 
guidance.”’ 


First lady Imelda Marcos visited the 
conference to plead the side of the 
government, and Mrs. Aquino also 
visited briefly. For the first time since the 
election, Mrs. Aquino traveled in a 
bullet-proof car with U.S. military license 
plates and with several heavily armed 
security guards. 


AT LEAST 17 opposition workers 
were killed during the election and the 
following week. One opposition strategist 
said Marcos had launched an 
“‘extermination’’ campaign against Mrs. 
Aquino’s workers. 


In his message, Marcos told Cardinal 
Vidal to ‘‘remember that we are not 
talking of ecclesiastical issues, but of 
political matters.’ 


Marcos said the bishops’ statement had 
““dangerous implications’’ for the 
country’s law and order. 


AT A PRESS conference following the 
release of the bishops’ statement, Bishop 
Nestor Carino of Borongan was asked if 
those ‘‘involved in the forcible seizure of 
power’’ were entitled to receive 
Communion. 


“Obviously not,’’ Bishop Carino 
replied. 

The bishops later said it would be the 
decision of individual priests whether or 


not to administer the sacraments. 


BISHOP ANTONIO Fortich of Baco- 
lod in the troubled Negros province said 
the statement would “‘really inspire our 
people in Negros to bring about a non- 
violent solution to our problem.’’ 


Richard Powell, a Manila businessman 
and a leader of a church-sponsored non- 
violence movement, said the bishops 
“‘couldn’t have made it any stronger.’’ 


““We had decided to go ahead with the 
program of civil disobedience anyway, 
but this beautiful statement has given us 
the support and the power of the 
Church,”’ Powell said. 


RENE SAGUISAG, a campaign aide 
to Mrs. Aquino, said the bishops’ 
statement was significant because ‘‘it 
comes from a highly respected institution 
that has its ears to the ground.’’ 


About 84 percent of the 52 million 
Filipinos are Catholic. 


Catholic church has role 


MANILA, Philippines (NC) — The 
Philippine Catholic Church has become 
deeply involved in the unsettled aftermath 
of the Feb. 7 presidential elections. 


It has been a rallying point for 
dismayed government vote counters and 
supporters of opposition candidate 
Corazon Aquino. 


THE CHURCH is a pillar of the 
National Movement for Free Elections, 
known as Namfrel, which has contested 
the government’s vote count favoring 
President Ferdinand Marcos. The 
organization is a privately established 
election monitoring group largely run by 
church workers in rural areas. ~ 


Leading churchmen have publicly 
criticized apparent election fraud. 


Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila, 
condemned such fraud during a Feb. 9 
Mass, which drew thousands of Aquino 
supporters who chanted ‘‘Cory, Cory’’ 
throughout the service. He also declared 
that ‘“‘the power of the people cannot be 
stopped now.”’ 


CHURCH PEOPLE also have been a 
target for criticism from Marcos. 
Responding to questions about alleged 
election violations by his supporters, 
Marcos said the real problem was that 


voters had been ‘“‘held back by priests, 
nuns, and Namfrel representatives.’’ 


Marcos also said that Catholic priests 
had denied him a landslide victory by 
trying to dissuade people from voting for 
him. 

Cardinal Sin praised Namfrel during 
the Feb. 9 Mass and criticized ‘‘wide- 
spread disenfranchisement of qualified 
voters’’ during the election. 


AUXILIARY BISHOP Teodoro 
Bacani of Manila said in a homily at St. 
Domingo Church the same day that 
election fraud had reached unprecedented 
levels. 


Cardinal Sin has been critical of the 
Marcos government, and has warned that 
civil war would erupt if Filipinos perceive 
.the election as unfair. In recent months he 
has also called for national reconciliation 
to counteract increasing politically 
motivated violence. 


Among Mrs. Aquino’s closest 
supporters is a group of advisers nick- 
named ‘‘The Jesuit Mafia.’’ Also called 
her ‘‘shadow cabinet,’’ the group 

includes Jesuit Father Joaquin Bernas, 
president of the Jesuit Aeteneo de Manila 
University. Several lay men closely 
connected with the Society of Jesus are 


NC photo from UPI-Reuter 


CARDINAL VOTES — Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila is fingerprinted after casting his 


vote in the Philippine presidential election. 


However, Philippine Deputy Minister 
of Justice Manuel Garcia said the 
bishops’ statement will ‘‘divide the people 
and the nation.”’ 


GARCIA, ALSO a member of 


Parliament for Marcos’ New Society 
Movement, the majority party, said his 
party has evidence to prove clergy and 
Religious committed illegal acts during 
the elections.” 


Bishop impressed by people’s faith 


GREEN BAY, Wis. (NC) — The role 
of the Catholic Church in the Philippines 
following the presidential election there 
will be as reconciler and healer, said 
Bishop Adam J. Maida of Green Bay. 


Bishop Maida was the only clergyman 
named to a 20-member U.S. delegation 
that went to the Philippines to observe the 
Feb. 7 voting in the contest between 
President Ferdinand Marcos and 
challenger Corazon Aquino. 


In an interview with the Green Bay 


Catholic Compass, the diocesan news- 
paper, Bishop Maida emphasized that he 
was part of the delegation as a private 
citizen but said he had the opportunity to + 
observe the Catholic Church’s role in the 
election process and in the lives of the 
Filipino people. 


When the results are final, Bishop 
Maida said, the work of Filipino bishops 
and priests ‘‘will be one of helping the 
people accept what is the will of the 
people.”’ 


in election aftermath 


part of the group. 


The United States has a keen interest in 
the island-nation because of its strategic 
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Money has become root of family stress 


Gather the family, light a candle, say a prayer, and let’s 
talk about money. 


When I conducted my stress research asking parents to 


choose the top 10 everyday stresses in family life, one man - 


wrote in bold script across the page: ‘“‘MONEY! 
MONEY! MONEY! It may not be the root of all evil but 
it’s sure the root of all stress.’ 

A LOT of families agreed with him because money was 
named overwhelmingly as the top stress in family life 


' today. Although respondents named insufficient money 


as their basic stress, it is not. 

Because money was chosen as the top stress among all 
income levels, having more money doesn’t do away with 
the stress. 

What, then, are the money stresses in families? Dis- 
agreement over how it is to be spent, between a spender 
and a saver, over the power it represents in the marriage, 
on how to deal with children and money, on who pays for 
what in the two paycheck marriage, and a myriad of 
issues like credit cards, loans, and balancing the check- 


book. 


MY OBJECTIVE was to study families who deal well 
with money stresses and share with readers how they do 
it. Here is what I found in these families: 

1. They talk about money rather than fight about it. 
More than one couple stressed by money told me that the 
only time they talk about money is when they fight about 


it. Not so in stress-reduced families. 


‘Talks With Parents 
b 


Dolores Curran 


They talk about 
money frequently, about how much they have and how 
each wants to spend it. 


Their children know what their parents’ take-home pay 
is, what the rent or house payment is, and how much is 
left over for discretionary spending. They hear their 
parents discuss expenditures. In many families, children 
are brought into spending discussions. I invite families to 
rate themselves on a scale of one to 10 on how able they 
are to talk about money openly, freely, and 
dispassionately. 


What hampers your family from discussing money? 
Can you make a shared effort to talk about it before it 
erupts into anger? If so, how and when? Can you 
schedule a family money evaluation at the end of each 
month or when the checkbook is balanced? 


2. Families who deal well with money develop money 
management techniques. In short, they budget. They 
don’t always stay within their budget, but they try. They 
build in monies for unexpected repairs and broken bones 
so they don’t fall apart when something or someone in the 


family does. 

On a one-to-ten scale, how well does your family 
budget? Is one person made responsible to make ends 
meet or are all involved? What most often jeopardizes 
your family budget? 


3. They don’t link money with self-esteem. The person 


who earns more isn’t worth more in the family. The stay-: 


at-home mother and the father who takes a cut in pay 
aren’t treated less valuably because they don’t make as 
much money. What evidence is there that your family 
does or does not do this? 


4. They teach their children about money. That involves 
not just how to earn it but also how to use it. These 


‘children are not permitted to use their allowance or pay- 


checks for instant gratification but are taught responsible 
saving, charitable giving, and contributing to the family 
when necessary. I found we do a much better job as a 
culture in teaching children how to earn rather than how 
to manage money. 


How well do your children manage their money? Do 
their spending habits cause stress in the family? What 
rules do you have? What rules would you like to develop? 


Finally, if there is one area you could change to make 
money less stressful in your family, what would it be? (No 
fair saying more money because that doesn’t do away 
with the stress.) 


Misinformation surrounds idea of purgatory 


QUESTION: Recently a few articles 
have appeared in our Catholic paper 
concerning indulgences. Why is it we 
hear almost nothing about this subject 
any more? 

Gaining indulgences was a big thing 
when I was growing up. I assume 
indulgences are still valid. Is there 
some reason the Church doesn’t talk 
about them as much any more? (Massa- 
chusetts) 


ANSWER: To begin with, I admit 
having received a number of questions 
about this subject over the past few years 
but have been reluctant to attempt a 
response. 


The reason is simply that so much 
clutter, misinformation, and plain bad 
theology has accummulated around the 
subject of indulgences that it is difficult to 
talk about them meaningfully in a column 
like this. 


AS WE shall see, those responsible for 
teaching in the Church see the same 
problems, which is the reason the subject 
is spoken of very carefully when it is 
spoken of at all. 


One reason for the confusion about 
indulgences is that they are intimately 
connected with another area of Catholic 
teaching that has also collected an 
enormous amount of debris over the 
centuries — purgatory. We must be sure 
of the real teaching of the Church about 
this before we can understand where the 
Church is, and where it has been, on the 
subject of indulgences. 


The fact is that for many reasons going 
back many centuries, a lot of folklore has 
littered what is essentially one of the most 
beautiful facets of our Catholic faith. The 
hoary pictures of torture, pain, and a 
scourging God, which made purgatory a 


Cuba 


continued from page 1 


Not all observers are convinced that the 
Cuban government’s new tolerance is 
genuine. 


‘Fidel has been working the religion 
issue for quite awhile,’’ said Douglas 
Payne, Carribean specialist for the New 
York-based human rights organization, 


_ Freedom House. 


PAYNE SAID that Cuba’s economic 
pressures were forcing Castro to improve 
his relations with Western democracies 
and Latin America. Castro’s new 


religious tolerance is part of a “‘strategy to 


create some kind of legitimacy for Cuba 
in this hemisphere,’’ Payne said. 
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Questions 


by 
Father John Dietzen 


kind of minihell, may literally scare the 
devil out of us (which is doubtfulfbut they 
are irrelevant to the real doctrine about 
purgatory. 

THOSE GORY images grew up 
around the idea of purgatory through the 
Middle Ages and later into the 
Renaissance. 


At least three things are clear in our 
Catholic tradition concerning this part of 
our faith. First, the. Church teaches, as 
Christians have believed from the earliest 
centuries, that there is some condition or 
circumstance after death in which any 
temporal (as distinct from eternal) 
punishment remaining for sins committed 
during life is satisfied. 


The second is closely connected with 
the first: By our prayers and good works 
on earth we can assist those who are ‘‘in 
purgatory.”’ 


EVEN THOUGH the word 
‘“purgatory’’ was not used until centuries 
later, this is simply an application of the 
Christian belief in the Communion of 
Saints, which unites all who are joined in 
Christ whether still on earth or in the next 
world. 


This much is taught by the Church as 
revealed truth from God. It is, of course, 
something about which we would know 
nothing if he did not tell us. 


Third, it is equally clear that the official 
teaching of the councils and other sources 
of Catholic belief had no intention of 
answering details about purgatory. Is it a 


Also expressing skepticism about the 
Cuban Communist Party’s. draft 
statement calling for religious tolerance 
was Auxiliary Bishop Agustin Roman of 
Miami, the only native of Cuba in the 
U.S. hierarchy. 


““As far as we know, communism has 
not changed its point of view,’’ Bishop 
Roman said. 

BISHOP ROMAN was forcibly exiled 
by the Castro regime in 1961. He said he 
thought that Castro’s conciliatory act will 
probably have more impact abroad. 

‘‘Castro is trying to change his image 


to penetrate better into Latin America,”’ 
he said. 


state or condition on one hand, or a 
““place’’ on the other? Is ‘‘time’’ involved 
or not? 


SINCE THE world after death, the 
world of eternity, would not seem to have 
hours or days or locations in our sense of 
those words, it seems unlikely that 
purgatory involves place or time as we 
usually think of them. 


One possibility is that, in the burst of 
awareness of the awesomeness and 
majesty of God immediately after death, 
the pain that comes at that moment from 
knowledge of our sins and shortcomings 
might be so acute and intense that an 
entire purgatory — or ‘‘cleansing,”’ 


which is what the word means — could 


occur in an instant. 


Such an explanation seems to square 
with what we might suspect about the 
threshold of eternity. However, we 
simply don’t know. 


SINCE GOD apparently has told us no 
more about it, the Church has not 
attempted officially to satisfy our curiosity 
about such questions, and probably could 
not if it tried. : 

With this background, we will talk 
more directly about indulgences in the 
next column. 

Questions for this column may be sent to Father Dietzen at 


Holy Trinity Parish, 704 N. Main St., Bloomington, Ill. 
61701. 
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That’s What Friends Are For 


And I never thought I'd feel this way 
And as far as I’m concerned 
I’m glad I got the chance to say 
That I do believe I love you 
And if I should ever go away 
Well then close your eyes and try 
To feel the way we do today 
And then if you can remember 


Refrain 
Keep smiling, knowing that you can 
always count on me 
For sure, that’s what friends are for 
For good times and bad times 
I'll be on your side forevermore 
That’s what friends are for. 


Well you came and opened me and now 
there’s so much more to see 
And so by the way I thank you 
And then for the times when we are 
apart 
Well then close your eyes and know 
The words that come from my heart 


Repeat refrain three times 


Sung by Dionne Warwick and Friends 
Written by Burt Bacharach 

and Carole Bayer Sager 

Copyright 1985 Arista Records Inc. 


Career seminars scheduled 


By Joyce Carr 
SAN DIEGO Radio, TV, 


journalism, banking, real estate, 
medicine, police work — these are some 
of the professions that St. Augustine’s 
juniors and seniors learned about during 
a series of career seminars held at the 
school this month. 


The program ‘‘attempts to make the 
boys aware of the world of work;’’ it helps 
them more “‘realistically choose a field of 
study .in college,’’ said Dr. Robert 
Morrison, director of guidance. 


MORE THAN half of the college 
students change their major after their 
first year, he said. Morrison does not 
want that statistic to apply to the 70 
percent of Saints’ graduates who enter 
four-year colleges and the 20 percent who 
attend two-year colleges. 


About 35 professionals are scheduled to 


distributing food. From left, seated: 
Jinings, 
McClurg, Jim Ryan, Ryan Pittman. 


speak at the school during February and 
March. They were recruited from 
alumni, parents, and professional 
associations, Morrison said. 


The occupations chosen were based on 
preferences indicated by the students who 
took career inventory tests in November 
and December. 


THERE HAS always been widespread 
interest in business, medicine, 
engineering, religous life, and 
psychology, he said of the three-year-old 
career program. Morrison also noted a 
recent increased interest in the military, 
reflecting a ‘‘conservative trend in high 
schools.”’ 


The Associated Student Body and 
school counselors have given positive 
feedback on the seminars, he said. Some 
students have changed their minds about 
a career after hearing a professional speak 
about it. 


photo by Francie Sulser 
PARTNERS IN CREATIVITY — Upper grade pupils at Holy Trinity School, El 
Cajon, joined those in the lower grades to create inventions to make America a 
better place to live. Their fantasies included “machines” for making peace and 


Rhonda Beyer, Shauna Spandi, Cheryl 
Brock Spandl. Standing: Jennifer Bergstrom, Matthew Lorentz, Marlie 


Youth elected to NFCYM board 


By Joyce Carr 
SAN DIEGO — Mary Dawn Path- 


man, recently selected to serve on 
regional and national levels of Catholic 
youth ministries, said she wants to tell the 
world about her faith. 


Pathman, a senior at the Academy of 
Our Lady Peace, will fly halfway across 
the north Pacific Ocean to speak at Youth 
Day in Honolulu, Hawaii, April 19, at 
the invitation of Father Terrence 
Watanabe, youth director of the 
Honolulu diocese. She will also conduct a 
meeting of the Hawaiian youth council 
there. 


SHE WILL address the diocesan 
Youth Congress in Fresno, March 8 on 
““How Teenage Catholics Can Make A 
Difference.’’ 


Pathman’s opportunities for faith- 
sharing began to multiply last May when 
the diocesan youth office selected her and 
Monica Joy Macie of Corpus Christi 
parish,. Bonita, to represent the diocese on 
the Region XI Youth Council. 


““We were looking for leadership 
qualities’’ as evidenced by involvement in 
their parish, school, community, and 
diocese, said Lenna Ivie, consultant in the 
Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries. 


REGION XI comprises 12 California 
dioceses, Hawaii, and Guam. 


Pathman arrived for her first regional 
meeting held in Los Alamitos Dec. 5-6. 
She left there as Region XI’s 
representative to the National Federation 


for Catholic Youth Ministries (NFCYM). 


Pathman explained the discernment 
process during which she was chosen. Ten 
youth from various California dioceses 
learned the duties of the national 
representative and explored their own 
gifts and qualifications for the position. 
Advisors then quizzed them on their 
knowledge of Catholic faith and morals. 


PATHMAN SAID she was one of four 
who felt ‘“‘called to be candidates.’’ They 
left the room to pray while the others 
decided on their leader. ‘‘Never in my life 
have I felt so much strength,” she said. 
“It was overwhelming!”’ ; 


The voting group reached consensus 
after prayer and discussion, Ivie said. 


When Pathman heard of her selection, 
she was ‘‘thankful to God and _ the 
group.’’ Without their support, ‘I 
couldn’t do the job,”’ she said. 


HER FIRST job was to represent 
Region XI at the NFCYM meeting in 
San Francisco Jan. 24 to 31. 


Pathman attended with 13 other 


photo by Joyce Carr 
Mary Dawn 
the quarterly 
newsletter of the NFCYM. She will 
work with other members of the 
outdoor ministry committee in 
submitting articles to the publication. 


YOUNG WRITER 
Pathman shows 


regional representatives from throughout 
the country who are on the national board 
of directors. Youth ministers, advisors, 
clergy, and religious were also present, 
she said. 


She worked on the outdoor ministry 
committee, one of about a dozen standing 
committees. The board adopted the 
group’s recommendation to hold work- 
shops on this ministry. It also approved a 


paper on adolescent catechesis, Pathman 
added. 


PATHMAN’S PRINTED materials 
on the regional and national Catholic 
youth ministries fill a looseleaf notebook 
and attache case. They serve as a blue- 
print for her goals, which she is quick to 
articulate. 


Keeping channels of communication 
open among all the Region XI 
representatives ranks high on her list of 
priorities. She is requesting information 
about activities of youth groups through- 
out the region, which she will disseminate 
to the other groups. 


“Catholic teenagers can make a 
difference!’’ she exclaimed. ‘‘Many 
people think we will be the Church of 
tomorrow. We are the Church of today, 
the young Church, working for the 
Church of tomorrow.”’ 


PATHMAN ADVOCATES that teen- 
agers get involved in youth groups and 
other forms of parish ministry. 


“I have to find God in me before I can 
show him to others,’’ she continued. 
““God is like a friend. He’s not there 
standing over you, telling you what to do 
and what not to do. He’s there to give the 
opportunity to be involved.’’ 


Briefs: La Quinta retreats 


SAN DIEGO — A renewal weekend, 
Teens Encounter Christ, will be held 
March 7-9 at La Quinta de Guadalupe, 
Imperial Beach. 


The experience in Christian living is 
designed for high school juniors and 
seniors. Each day the presentations, 
activities, discussions, and prayer services 
will focus on a theme of the Paschal 
Mystery. 


For information, call William Turley, 


J. Jude Basile — R. 


San Diego 
238-1720 


— PERSONAL INJURY — 
“Basile and “Bauman 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


A general practice with an emphasis on 
representing victims of Personal Injury 
FREE consultation — Fee from recovery 


Campus Minister at University High 
School, 298-8277. 


SAN DIEGO — A retreat for young 
adults, Faith in These Troubled Times, is 
scheduled for Feb. 28-March 2 at La 
Quinta de Guadalupe, Imperial Beach. 

Cost the $35. 


for weekend is 


Applications are available from the Office 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 


Anthony Bauman 


No. County 
944-7977 


Fal 


Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Feb. 23, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 


San Diego — Central 


Tridentine Latin Mass, Sundays and holydays, 9 a.m., 
Holy Cross Chapel. Celebrant: Msgr. Tullio Andreatta. 
Confessions and rosary precede Mass. Info: 298-8763. 

PATRONS, a Catholic organization for separated, divorced 
and widowed, meets second and fourth Sundays, 6 p.m., St. 
Therese Church hall. Group offers activities, companionship 
and support. Details: 292-8945 or 449-7155. 

Catholic Alumni Club, a diocesan-approved organization for 
single, college-educated Catholic men and women; group has 
social, religious, cultural, charitable and recreational activities. 
More: 295-7000 ext. 258. 

Sounds of Ireland may be heard Sat. afternoons, 3:30 p.m., 
on KMJC-91 (A.M.). Hosted by Dan Sorahan. Details: 
276-5974. 

Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, a support group 
for separated, divorced and widowed Catholics, meets every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., La Sala Auditorium, San Diego 
Mission. More: 280-9225. 

Cursillo singles, a group for those who were never married, 
separated, divorced or widowed, meets Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m., 
Cathedral Club. Call: 579-0995. 

Living room retreat, group meets with director for four 
weekly meetings; $12-20 according to group size. Offered by 
Spiritual Ministry for Adults. For dates, call 279-9380. 

STALPAR Club, for Catholic widowed and never married 
men and women over 35, meets first Sunday of the month, 4:30 
p.m., St. Vincent Church hall, Mission Hills. Meeting followed 
by dinner. More: 295-4524. 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, southern diocese, day 
of recollection, Feb. 22, St. Augustine Chapel, 3326 Nutmeg 
St., North Park. Spiritual director: Augustinian Fr. Gary 
Sanders. Theme: Lent. Cost: $5. Reservations due by Feb. 19. 
Info: 281-2446. 

“Fully Human! Fully Christian! Fully Alive!,’? a San 
Diego Regional Association of Christian Therapists region 
conference, Feb. 21-23, Bahia Hotel. Speakers include: Jesuit 
Fr. John Powell, Pat Kankowski, and Fr. James Nisbet. Cost: 
ACT members $110; non ACT members $125. Call: 582-3100. 

Lunch at Tom Ham’s Lighthouse and tour of main post 
office, Feb. 25, by St. Patrick’s Seniors. Cost: $15.50. Details: 
282-7109. 

Serra Club, luncheon meeting, Feb. 26, 12:05 p.m., Padre 
Trail Inn. Speaker: Fr. James H. Mason, assistant director of 
Catholic Community Services. Topic: ‘‘Lenten retreat.”’ 
Women may attend. 

‘‘Devotion to the Sacred Heart’’ to be addressed by Fr. 
William Mitchell, SSCC, national director of the Lay Apostles 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Feb. 26, 9:30 a.m., St. John the 


. Evangelist Church. Mass follows at 11 a.m. Bring a sack lunch. 


More: 284-6889. 


Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, a support 
group for separated, divorced and widowed Catholics, to host a 
get-acquainted potluck supper, Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m., La Sala 
Auditorium, Mission San Diego. Info: 280-9225. 

Christian Awakening, a retreat experience for young people, 
young men’s weekend, Feb. 27-March 2. Registration: 
574-6303. 

Myers-Briggs (personality types) workshop, Feb. 28, 
March 1-2, $45 (lunch and testing included. Offered by 
Spiritual Ministry for Adults. Call: 279-9380. 

Luncheon/card party, March 1, St. Vincent de Paul parish 
hall, Mission Hills. Donation: $5. Sponsored by Catholic 
Daughters of America, Court St. Vincent de Paul no. 2188. 
Reservations: 295-3054 or 295-3017. : 

Seminar for singles, March 1, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Blessed 
Sacrament Church hall. Topics include annulments, 
relationships for singles, dealing with children of divorced 
parents, and Eucharist. Sponsored by PATRONS, a support 
group for divorced and separated Catholics. Donation: $10. 
Info: 562-4059. 

“‘Fundamental Theology,’’ a diploma program course, 
Thursdays, March 6-May 15, 6:30-9:30 p.m., USD. Instructor: 
Paul Dion. Offered by the diocesan Office of Catechetical 
Ministry. Call: 574-6334. 

First Friday Charismatic Mass, March 7, 7:15 p.m., St. 
Vincent de Paul Church, Mission Hills. Celebrant: Fr. Jim 
Nisbet. 


San Diego — North 


Communication workshop for those involved in ministry to 
the sick, for clergy and Ministers of the Eucharist involved in 
visiting the sick, March 7-8, Good Shepherd parish. Presentors: 
Joan Krogmeier and Elaine Martin. Hours: Fri. 7-10 p.m.; Sat. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fee: $12.50. Registration deadline: Feb. 21. 
Sponsored by the Center for Liturgy and Prayer. Call: 
293-3375. 

Day for the Elect, Oceanside, Escondido and La Jolla 
deaneries, Feb. 22, 10:30 a.m., St. Patrick parish, Carlsbad. 
More: 574-6311. 

Day for the Elect, Cathedral, El Cajon, South Bay and 
University deaneries, Feb. 23, 1:30 p.m., Our Lady of Grace 
parish, El Cajon. Info: 574-6311. 

St. Hallvard Boys’ Choir, an independent Norwegian choir, 
to perform Feb. 23, 7 p.m., Immaculata, USD campus. 
Donation: adults $8; children, students, seniors $4. Info: 
293-3358. 

Mass and healing service, Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., St. Charles 
Borromeo Church, Ocean Beach. Celebrant: Fr. Jim Kinzig. 

First Saturday Mass, March 1, St. Mary Magdalene 
Church, 7:45 a.m., in honor of Our Lady of Fatima. Free 
-literature available. Call: 276-3693. 

“Sacraments of Vocation and Healing,’’ a diploma 
program course, Wednesdays, March 5-May 21, 6:30-9:30 
p-m., USD. Instructor: Sister Catherine Osimo, D.Min. 
Offered by the diocesan Office of Catechetical Ministry. Info: 
574-6334. 

Christian Awakening, a retreat experience for young people, 
young women’s weekend, March 6-9. Registration: 574-6303» 


CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ads Must Be Paid BEFORE Publication 


20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢: 


Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID 


Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Thursday. 
Mail to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 


NAME 


ADDRESS CITY 


TELEPHONE 


ZIP 


CLASSIFICATION — 


noon Friday. 


BLESSED ST. JUDE and Sacred Heart 


North County 


North American Conference of Separated, Divorced, and 
Remarried Catholics, a weekly support group, meets Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., St. James parish, Solana Beach. 

Roving Mass, Feb. 23, 6 p.m., St. Francis parish, Vista. 
Call: 724-8778. 

St: Hatlvard Norwegian Boys’ Choir, to perform Feb. 24, 7 
p-m., St. Michael parish, Poway. Details: 487-4755. 

R.C.I.A. program, to begin Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m., St. Gabriel 
parish, Poway. Info: 486-0284. 

Mass and healing service, March 4, 7:30 p.m., Mission San 
Luis Rey. Celebrant: Franciscan Fr. Ralph Weishaar. 

Jesus of Nazareth, a Super-8 version of Zefferilli’s movie, to 
be shown Fridays, 7-9 p.m., and Sundays, 1-3 p.m., beginning 
Feb. 28, St. Mary Star of the Sea School, Oceanside. Different 
segments will continue through March 23. Free. Info: 721-4415. 

Brownie age Girl Scouts retreat, March 8, Girl Scout 
Headquarters. Sponsored by the Girl Scout Catholic 
Committee. More: 729-3418. 


South Bay 


Perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Church of the 
Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista. For sign up, call 422-2100 or 
425-5578. 

Renewal weekend, Feb. 21-23, St. Mary parish, National 
City. Weekend begins on Friday evening and continues all day 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon. Conducted by Fr. William 
Ortmann and Fr. Edd Lleva. Info: 474-1501. 


East County 


Homemade soups and bread, served Saturdays during Lent, 
4:30-7 p.m., St. Kieran parish, El Cajon. Donation: $1 per 
bowl. 

Dance, March 7, 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m., Santa Sophia parish 
hall. Music by the Bob Patocka Orchestra. Donation: $4. 
Sponsored by the Santa Sophia parish council. Reservations: 
463-6162 or 465-9020. 


Business update seminar, part of a 10-lecture series, 
“‘Managing for Innovation: What’s New?’’ Feb. 21, 7:30-9 
a.m., Manchester Conference Center. Speaker: Gary Whitney. 
Fee: $15. Continental breakfast to be served. Details: 260-4585. 

Spiritual direction workshop, a course by the Institute for 
Christian Ministries, Feb. 28 & March 1. Fee: $15 ($20 at the 
door). Pre-registration deadline: Feb. 21. Details: 260-4784. 
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SL TS PE I LES 
Items for this column must be received in writing, on official 
stationery, by noon the Friday before publication on 
Thursday of the following week. We can not accept items via 
telephone. Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


Cost: 20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. Ads must be 
pre-paid. Legal Notices $35 pre-paid. Print or type your ad with 
name, address and phone number and send it to: Southern Cross 
Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. Ad deadline is 


HOUSE PAINTING: Inside/Outside. 
Excellent references low, low 
price. Call 260-8168. TFN 


FOR SALE: Nearly new Gestetner 
offset printer and plate maker. 
Ask for Joan at 574-6393. TFN 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem = 
120/240 volt 4 g + CONSTRUCTION; brick, block, 


diagnosis, 
) installation. Custom wiring and _ decorative walls & concrete work. 
mm are Low a No Ls too | oe specialist. Free 
semeegore tse cy, OF MGT ——_ 1 Gays: timate. 286-7367. 
222-1904. Call Robert TFN etre . Vs 


QUALITY EXTERIOR PAINTING & HOT 
PRESSURE WASHING. References 
and insurance, for free estimate 
call Erick 226-6275. TFN THANK YOU St. Jude for favors 

answered. Prayers, petitions, and 

devotion to honor you will 

continue. Olive Feb. ‘86 2/20 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel radius of 15 miles to 
your home or hotel. Custom made 
to any size. Screens, doors and 


THANK YOU Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and St. Jude for 


solar screens. Fiberglass. FOR SALE: 16 c.f. Upright freezer. prayers 
* Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 Excellent condition. $185. Call answered. | will continue to pray 
days a week. Call 263-4351. TFN Polly 574-6393 or 272-1895. TFN to you. E.E.H. 2/20 


thank you for prayers answered. 
Keep protecting us. E.E.H. 2/20 


THANK YOU St. Jude. for answering 


continue 
2/20 


my prayers. | will 
praying to you. L.M. 


PORTIA’S ESTATE SALE. Women’s 


clothing, accessories, household, 
miscellaneous. Low prices. 
Quality! 6304 Friars Road No. 
241. Sat. 2/22/86 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 2/20 


POSITION: Program Director for 


Norval Catholic Social Services 
(This position will be based in 
Redding California and will be 
serving Shasta, Tehama and 
Trinity Counties). MINIMUM 
QUALIFICATIONS: L.C.S.W. or 
M.F.C.C.; Administra- 
tive/Community organizational 
experience; Subscribe to Catholic 
Religious Philosophy. SALARY: 
$25,000 a year; Diocesan Health 
Benefits and Retirement Plan. 
POSITION TO BEGIN ON OR 
BEFORE APRIL 1, 1986. Submit 
Resumes to: Search Committee 
c/° Rev. Michael F. Kiernan, 
Dean; Norval Area Sacred Heart 
Church, P.O. Box 547, Anderson, 
CA 96007. 2/20,27 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 


Wedding receptions and lunch and 


dinner parties. 284-8405. TFN 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 


boarding. Flea bath for any dog 
$5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 3525 
30th St., San Diego, 260-8059; 
2869 Ridgeway Dr., National 
City, 267-2577. TFN 
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SOE 


sh 


wy ae 


Por P. Domingo Rodriguez, ST 


Acabo de regresar de una experiencia inolvidable. El 
afio nuevo me cogié en México adonde fui a predicar un 
retiro espiritual a unos jOvenes seminaristas, candidatos 
de nuestra Congregacién Misionera Trinitaria. 
Cumplida mi misidn del retiro tuye el privilegio de visitar 
una de nuestras misiones rurales, alld en Temasacalapa 
en el corazén de México. 


Mi hermano misionero me llevé a visitar a cada uno de 
los pueblitos que estén bajo su cuidado pastoral. 
Imponentes estructuras de templos viejos, monumentos 
de la historia, caracterizaban cada uno de los pueblitos 
que visitamos. 


j{QUE ADMIRABLE la fe catdlica de aquellos 
campesinos mexicanos! Siglos de una historia de 
salvacidn que todavia hoy se desarrolla a manera 
ininterrumpida. Aquellos santos de templos oscuros, 
imagenes vestidas con telas de seda y terciopelo, han sido 
los amigos y confidentes del pueblo fiel. 


Tan arraigada es la devocién a éstas imagenes, que el 
sacerdote misionero, atin con todo el empuje y motivacién 
de un Vaticano II, no ha podido persuadir al pueblo para 
modificar o reducir el ntimero de esas imagenes. El 
pueblo permanece con fijacién tal, que ni entiende ni 
tolera que se le cambie de lugar en el templo a ‘“‘sus 
queridos santitos.’’ 


Lo que me trae a nuestro tema de hoy. Es sintoma de 
un pueblo profundamente religioso, los miles de fieles que 
como todos los afios para esta época de Cuaresma, 
acudieron a nuestros templos e iglesias buscando la 
conocida y respetada ceniza. La tradicidn una vez més se 
impuso. Atin aquellos que por regularidad no se 
identifican con la comunidad parroquial estuvieron 
presentes. 


NO NECESARIAMENTE existfa una conciencia 
expresa de conversidn o cambio radical de vida, como 
solemos exhortar se interprete la imposicién de la ceniza. 
No, lo tinico que importa era ser ‘‘marcados’’ o 
“‘tocados’’ por ese simbolo religioso. 


Aprovecho sefialar ese sintoma de la buisqueda de la 
ceniza, pues es sdlo uno entre tantos otros que existen 
dentro de nuestro pueblo hispano. Sintomas de un pueblo 
religioso son también las otras expresiones que ahora 
quisiera detallar. 


Dios encarnado 


EI misterio del Dios encarnado se hace presente no hay 
duda, a través de los simbolos sacramentales que 
enriquecen nuestra fe catdlica. Esos simbolos, sin 
embargo no siempre son entendidos, ni interpretados 
adecuadamente por la gran masa del pueblo creyente. 


En el deterioro de los simbolos o de su interpretacién 
err6nea, nace entonces la prdctica religiosa del 
espiritista, el santero, el yerbero, santiguador y 
curandero. 


NO QUISIERA insinuar a manera simplista, que éstas 
prdcticas errdneas existen entre nuestra gente, sdlo como 
resultado de una falsa interpretacién de los simbolos 
cristianos. No. Cada una de ellas ciertamente, tiene todo 
un historial que aclara su origen y arraigo en el pueblo. 


Sin entrar de Ileno en todo ese trasfondo histérico, 
permitanme exponerles brevemente en qué consiste la 
creencia de cada una para asf mejor identificarlas. 


Temas tradicionales de Cuaresma 
se enfatizan en mensajes pastorales 


Por NC News Service 
En los mensajes pastorales de Cuaresma, los obispos le 
pediran a los catdlicos que tomen los temas tradicionales 
como oracién, penitencia y caridad durante los dias en 
que se espera la Pascua. 


El Papa Juan Pablo II, en su mensaje anual de 
Cuaresma, pidié a los catdlicos que ‘“‘abran sus manos 
ampliamente y compartan con sus semejantes.’’ 


EL PAPA, citando los informes de la prensa sobre los 
enfermos, los hambrientos y los que estan acosados por la 
soledad, dijo que no faltan las oportunidades para 
practicar la caridad. 


En-una carta lefda en todas las Misas el 9 de febrero, en 
su Arquididcesis el Cardenal John O’ Connor de Nueva 
York, dijo que la Cuarema es el tiempo para reconocer 
que ‘“‘todos somos pecadores’’ y que entonces ‘‘debemos 
rezar, ayunar y hacer actos de caridad.’’ 


El Obispo Timothy Harrington de Worcester, Mass, 
dijo que mientras algunos creen que la Iglesia ha “‘dado la 
vuelta,’ refiriéndose a la Cuaresma, “‘las viejas prdcticas 
de ayunar, dar y rezar estan de moda.”’ 


EN EL periddico diocesano de Worcester, el Obispo 
Harrington sefiald que la prdctica de dar algo - para 
Cuaresma ‘‘es mds beneficioso actualmente, ya que todos 
nosotros vivimos afectados por el consumismo que nos 
rodea.”’ 


EI espiritismo 


El espiritismo es la creencia que dice que este mundo 
visible en el que vivimos y nos movemos, estd absorbido 
en un mundo invisible donde los espiritus buenos y malos 
habitan. Son estos espiritus los que controlan con su 
influencia el comportamiento de los seres humanos. 


Su doctrina sefiala que el ser humano esta compuesto 
por tres elementos: el alma o espiritu que es inmaterial, el 
cuerpo que es el estuche de ese espiritu y un tercer 
elemento llamado el ‘‘perie-espfritu,’’ que se describe 
como un liquido o una copa bien fina que facilita la union 
del cuerpo material con el espfritu inmaterial. 


LA MUERTE solo afecta el cuerpo. El espiritu y perie- 
espiritu son eternos, segtin esta doctrina. 


Los espiritus del mundo invisible estén en constante 
accion, afectando asi la vida de los humanos. Son éstos 
espiritus los que capacitan a la persona del espiritista a 
que interprete para los demés los designios, y acciones 
tanto de los espiritus buenos como la de los malos. 


Los espiritus pueden traer salud como causar 
enfermedad, pueden procurar la buena suerte como 
también la maldicidn. Se entiede en esta creencia que los 
destinos del ser humano_permanecen siempre al 
beneplacito de los espiritus. 


EL ESPIRITISTA como persona privilegiada y 
bendecida por estos seres espirituales, puede descubrir a 
manera de diagndstico, cual es el padecimiento del 
individuo que viene a consultarle y pedirle su intercesién. 


La receta varfa. Puede ser que acuda a un médico 
profesional o que se someta a la disciplina de algunas 
oraciones, acompajiadas de alguna pocidén, aceite o 
“‘mejunje’’ espacial. 

Esta creencia del espiritismo y la consulta al espiritista 
€s muy comun entre los puertorriquefios. 


El santerismo 


E] santerismo es una mezcla rara entre el catolicismo y 
algunas creencias africanas. Incluye la creencia en dioses 
de la tribu yoruba, del noroeste del Africa, que se 
identifican con algunos santos de la fe catélica. 


Aqui también se cree que estos dioses ahora ejercen su 
influencia a través de estos santos y asi afectan el 
comportamiento y el vivir de los seres humanos. Pueden 
propiciar salud y buena fortuna o enfermedad y 
desgracia. 


EL SANTERO, que es también como en el 
espiritismo, el beneficiado de los dioses, puede ser 
consultado. La receta puede incluir cdnticos, invocaciones 
y la ofrenda de animales por mutilacion. 


El santero, en contraste al espiritista, se envuelve en 
ritos que duran hasta varios dias. Se identifica el 
santerismo muchas veces por el uso de imagenes, collares, 
amuletos y la ropa blanca. 


La prdctica y creencia en el santerismo es mds comtin 
entre los cubanos. 


El yerbero 


El uso de yerbas medicinales no es estrictamente 
hablando, una prdctica religiosa, aunque muchos, 


desconociendo el contenido mineral de las hojas y plantas, 
les atribuyen poderes sobrenaturales. 


La prdctica de utilizar yerbas para propésitos 
medicinales es tan antigua como las mismas razas 
primitivas que descubrieron en ellas beneficios de salud 
fisica. 

LOS MISMOS griegos en su cultura tan adelantada, 
utilizaron plantas para sus confecciones medicinales. 


Atin tenemos la feliz memoria de nuestros abuelos que 
recomendaban hojas y plantas para nuestros malestares 
de nifios. 


La creencia del yerbero se basa en un sistema natural 
fisico de temperatura fria o caliente, de acuerdo al 
malestar que afecta el sistema corporal del momento% 
Tratamientos de comida, bafios 0 algun té se aplican de 
acuerdo a la temperatura del cuerpo. 


DESCONOCIENDO EL poder natural de las plantas 
segun la propia naturaleza de cada una, se atribuye pues 
poderes sobrenaturales que entran entonces en el campo 
de lo religioso. 


El santiguador 


La prdctica de santiguar es bastante conocida entre 
nuestra gente. El] santiguador se especializa en el 
tratamiento de malestares intestinales y en la curacién de 
huesos dislocados o miisculos adoloridos. 


Esta prdctica también se basa en principios de terapia 
fisica normal y natural. Sin embargo, la curaci6én se la 
atribuye al poder sobrenatural de Dios que favorece al 
santiguador como instrumento humano de lo divino. 


LA RECETA, que mayormente consiste en algun 
“‘sobo’’ o masaje, siempre tiene relacién con lo espiritual. 


~ 


El curandero 


El curanderismo se basa en la creencia que la 
enfermedad o la mala suerte tienen alguna coneccidén 
directa con el abandono de la Iglesia Catélica, la familia 0 
la tradici6n cultural. El tema de la persona de Cristo tiene 
mucho que ver con la realidad de la condicién humana. 


El curandero se conoce asi mismo y se identifica mucho 
como persona religiosa en comunién con la Iglesia y su 
doctrina. Su tarea la interpreta mds bien, como la de 
remediar la situacién del individuo que debe de 
restablecer su relacién con Dios y con la Iglesia. 


* * * 


Terminamos ahora, como empezamos. Sefialamos que 
nuestro pueblo hispano es profundamente religioso. Ese 
rico depésito de la fe catdlica se ha visto afectado y 
moldeado muchas veces por prdcticas, que aunque no 
totalmente entendidas en su contenido, han servido para 
remediar o redimir la situacién humana. ben 


Resta afadir entones, que no es cuestién de condenar y 
rechazar individuos y personas de buena fe que pudiesen 


practicar y aceptar creencias como las que hemos 
detallado. 


Es mas bien cuestién de evangelizar a través de la 
correcta explicacion e instruccién, siempre con una buena 
dosis de caridad y aceptacién fraternal. 


El autor, natural de Coamo, Puerto Rico, es sacerdote trinitario 
strviendo en San Juan Bautismo, Cleveland, Ohio. 


NC foto de UPI-Reuter 


DESPEDIDO — EI Padre Franciscano Uriel Molina celebra la Santa Misa en la Iglesia de Santa Maria de Los 
Angeles en Managua, Nicaragua. Un mural mostrando la sublevacién del pueblo contra el gobierno del dictador * 
anterior Anastacio Somoza esta detras del sacerdote pro-Sandinista. Los superiores Franciscanos del Padre 
Molina solicitaron que 6! saliera de Nicaragua y tomara un sabatico. 
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Lyricist denounces trend of rock lyrics 


roo 


« 


Last week, I interviewed lyricist Gene 
Lees about the poems written by Pope 
John Paul II, which he has translated into 
English and which now appear on a 
record album as songs. During the course 
of our conversation about that work, Mr. 
Lees made some comments about music 
in general, which I think are worth 
noting. 


¢ 

/He knows whereof He speaks. In his 
life, Mr. Lees has been a classical music 
critic, editor of Downbeat magazine, 
author of a book on lyric writing, and 
tramslator of foreign lyrics for songs by 
Antonio Carlos Jobim and Charles 
Aznavour. He also has penned original 
lyrics for film scores by Lalo (‘‘Mission: 
Impossible’’) Shifrin. 


ONE OF his most famous songs. is 
“Yesterday I Heard the Rain,’’ which 
Tony Bennett recorded. Mr. Lees was 
astonished when a priest figured out the 
real meaning of the-lyrics about loneliness 
and despair. Most people assume the song 
is about lost love, but the priest said it 
concerns the loss of God. 


Tuned In 
By James Breig 


T.V. Review 


‘‘He’s the only person who has figured 
that out,’’ the lyricist told me. 


Most songs use a lot of rhymes, but the 
pope’s poetry did not, so neither do the 
translations by Mr. Lees. 


“‘T WAS never tempted to use more 
rhyme,”’ he said. ‘‘Not all lyrics rhyme. 
‘Moonlight in Vermont’ doesn’t rhyme. 
I’ve found that rhyme is peculiar to 
modern English. I used alliteration where 
it fit. People don’t notice that there’s no 
rhyme. It’s really not necessary.’’ 


Something else that is not necesary in 


his view are most rock and roll lyrics, the - 


topic of much dispute lately. 

“T’m so offended by what rock has 
been selling,’’ Mr. Lees said..‘“The rock 
world has been selling drugs for 20 years 
and now it’s selling perfunctory sex to 


‘Nature’ series travels to 


By Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — The Arctic, one 
of the last great frontiers of the world, is 
the subject of a three-part Nature mini- 
series, ‘‘Kingdom of the Ice Bear,”’ airing 
Sundays, Feb. 16, 23, and March 2, 8-9 
p.m. on PBS. 


The premiere, ‘‘The Frozen North,’’ 
introduces viewers to the harsh conditions 
of life for the animal world on and under 
the ice of the Arctic Ocean. The grandest 
‘of these creatures is the powerful polar 
bear, and a memorable portion of the film 
is devoted to the nurturing and training of 
three bear cubs by their mother. 


THE NATURAL history of Arctic 
wildlife also includes the chain of life 
consisting of predators and their prey. 
Although there are no gory details, 
younger members of the family may get 
upset by such scenes as a fox killing birds 
or a bear stalking a seal. 


The second episode, ‘“The Land 
Beyond,’’ focuses on the animals dwelling 
jon the Arctic tundra beyond the treeline. 
The film follows the migrations of caribou 
herds and the wolves that prey on them, 
the lemmings who live underground and 
feed on the area’s sparse vegetation, and 
varieties of exotic birds and their strange 
“nesting habits. 


Lastly, ‘‘The Final Challenge’’ 
examines how the traditional hunting 
culture of the Eskimo was in harmony 
with the ecological needs of this frozen 
world. A region rich in natural resources, 
the Arctic is rapidly being changed by 
industry and mining operations. 

THESE THREE programs, filmed by 
BBC’s Hugh Miles (‘‘The Flight of the 
Condor’’), convey magnificently the 
natural spectacle of a stark but beautiful 
world of snow and ice. It is the ultimate 
experience for the vicarious world 
traveler. 


Now in its fourth year, the Nature 
series has shown us the marvels of life in 
the wild around the globe. This journey 
to the far north was obviously one of the 
most difficult to make but the result ranks 
among the best achievements of the 
award-winning series. 


“‘Welcome Home, Bobby,’’ a drama 
about a teenager trying to come to terms 
with his sexual identity, airs Saturday, 
Feb. 22, 9-11 p.m. on CBS. 


Bobby (Timothy Williams) has been 
arrested in a drug bust in a part of town 
frequented by homosexuals. Returned to 
his home he is suspected of being homo- 
sexual by his hostile father (Tony Lo 
Bianco), insensitive schoolmates, and 
prejudiced teachers. 


Capsule movie review 


Down and Out in Beverly Hills 
(Touchstone) 

Nick Nolte portrays a supertramp 
who relieves everyone’s misery in a 
jaded and spoiled Beverly Hills house- 
hold. Even the dog succumbs to his 
charms. The Paul Mazursky film is an 
overly simplified tale of manners and 
morals poking fun at the tribulations of 
a suddenly rich family headed by 


| Richard Dreyfuss and Bette Midler. 


Its farcical treatment of sex as a 
remedy for all ills marks it as a mis- 
guided burlesque, carefully avoiding 
any sense of conviction or 
consequence. The U.S. Catholic 
Conference rating is O — morally 
offensive. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rates it R — 
restricted. 


NC photo 


TV FARE — Award-winning cinematographer Hugh Miles follows a mother polar 
» bear and her cub in Kingdom of the Ice Bear a three-part Nature exploration of the 
Arctic ecosystems beginning Feb. 16 on PBS. 
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kids. I hate what that music is doing to 
society.”’ 

CALLING HIMSELF ‘‘a political 
liberal,’’ Mr. Lees nonetheless supports 
efforts to control rock lyrics, which have 
concerned such offensive material as 
masturbation, sexual violence, and 
dominance of women. 


“‘T favor removing those lyrics from the 
market,’’ he explained: ‘“The record 
industry should control itself. You can 
have self-restraint without being stupid 
about it. The industry is totally 
irresponsible. Rock is not aimed at adults. 
It is meant for children, and it totally 
offends me. It’s socially irresponsible and 
damn near treason. 


“‘Rock has successfully turned us into a 
nation of dopers. Rock was the primary 
force in creating the narcotics problem — 
and I mean the single force, not ‘one of’ 
or ‘reflecting society.’ ”’ 


ON A MORE positive note, I asked 
him about what I perceived as a 
disproportionate number of Black 
Catholics involved in jazz. I thought I 


BOBBY HAS, in fact, had a brief 
homosexual relationship with an older 
man but has broken it off. The program 
explores Bobby’s ambivalent feelings 
about this experience and his determined 
attempts to find guidance and direction. 


Because his parents fail to help, he 
seeks counsel from others, among them a 
high school dropout who takes him in. 
Only in the final scene, when his father 
comes to take him home, does there seem 
any possibility that Bobby will have the 


Guadalupe in Mexico City. 


Beautiful Pilgrimage and Tour 


to 
Mexico City 
and 


Vera Cruz 
APRIL 6, 1986 


You can experience the sights and sounds of Old Mexico, you will feel the 
greatness of nature untouched by man, and you will see the Garden of America 
Mexico. Yes, you can visit Mexico now. Pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of 


16 Wonderful Days 
Round Trip on Which we will Visit 


Mazatlan, Tepic, Guadalajara, Zapopan, the Chapala Lake, Guanajuato, 
Penjamo, Irapuato, La Piedad, Queretaro, Mexico City, Basilica de Guadalupe, 
Xochimilco, Pyramids of San Juan Teotihuacan, Aztec Ruins, Palace of Fine Arts, 
Folklore Ballet, Puebla de Los Angeles, Santa Monica Convent Museum. We will 
see the most beautiful church in America, Nuestra Sefiora del Rosario. We will visit 
Cholula, the town with 365 churches, Huetjolcingo, Orizaba, Cordova, Boca del 
Rio Fortin de Las Flores, Vera Cruz, San Juan de Ulua, Florent Gardens. . 


16 Days Round Trip!! 


We will travel by first class bus, with air conditioning, reclining seats, 
stereo, bathroom, panoramic vision, and stewardessess. 


Only $630.00 Round Trip 


This will cover your transportation, hotels sharing a two bedded room with bath, 
tickets for all the museums, Folklore Ballet in the Palace of the Fine Arts in Mexico 
City (Unique) and you will be covered by additional insurance. Excursion around 
the Bay of Mazatlan, bell boys’ tips. You pay for your meals. 


For More Info. Call MR. JOSE URIBE 232-0960, 
1619 ‘‘J”’ St. San Diego, CA 92101. 

Act now, make your reservations early call 232-0960 anytime 

Pay now $200.00 and the rest 15 days before departure. 


might have been imagining it, but he - 


confirmed my impression. 


3 


‘‘There’s a reason,”’ he said. azz 
came from New Orleans, which was a 
Spanish and French city, and, therefore, 
influenced by Catholics. I talked to one 
veteran jazzman who said he didn’t know 
of a Black performer from New Orleans 
who wasn’t a Catholic. The Catholic 
influence on the development of jazz has 
been overlooked. I believe there is an 
influence of church music on the blues. 
Jazz came from a Catholic area.”’ 


I wish I had asked him why, given that 
fact, modern church music is so dismal. 
But that’s another topic. 


(The album of songs by the pope is 
available from Jazzletter Records, P.O. 
Box 240, Ojai, CA 93023. The cost is 
$12.75 with one dollar going to Catholic 
charities. Be sure to specify tape or 
record. In addition, copies of the album 
are available for charitable organizations 
at a’ reduced rate for fund-raising 
purposes. Write the same address for 
information.) 


last great frontier 


parental support necessary to resolve his 
conflicts. 


The program avoids making any 
judgments regarding homosexuality, 
treating it instead as a developmental 
issue, of which the home is an important 
factor. The result may sensitize parents to 
the needs of their teenagers in grappling 
with this period of physical and psycho- 
logical development. Whether viewing 
this program would be helpful for 
youngsters is another matter best left to 
parental discretion. 
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